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INTRODUCTION

The decade of the 1980s saw quite a big change in the Indonesian broadcasting
scene as many of the county government-supported "RPD" stations deserted the
shortwave bands. Although a few of these stations shifted to FM, most chose
to concentrate on broadcasting to a growing audience of Indonesian medium
wave listeners. We have chosen to leave a few of these now "MW-only" stations
in The Survey for reference purposes. They are marked specially by an "X".
Please refer to the symbol legend below.

The trends of the Eighties were not all negative, however. A number of RPD
stations did come on the air, too. These new broadcasters were located in some
of the more remote areas of Indonesia rather than the densely populated areas
¢ Jawa and Coastal Sumatera. In denser urban arezs, especially in Jakarta,
there has been a real proliferation of illegal-but-tolerated privately owned SWBC
stations serving primarily local audiences. These stations, akin to the more well
established Europirate stations, tend to hold to reasonably regular schedules and
reasonably predictable frequencies. The Indonesians have chosen to call these
stations "amatir" stations. These "amatir" stations usually operate with very low
power and with less than efficient antenna and ground system. Therefore, their
reception outside Indonesia is VERY rare. Never the less, a few of these
stations have been logged at least once from Australia. To our knowledge, there
have been no QSLed loggings from North America and only four or five solid
loggings. Most of the "amatir" loggings and information provided in this survey
were developed by the diligent efforts of Indonesian DXer Aboe N. Thaliep.

HISTORY

This database was begun, almost a decade ago, by Mitch Sams as a service
project for the listening group, Numero Uno. When first printed, it was a single
page listing of the DX loggings of Indonesian stations reported during the
preceding year. While there were some few important loggings from Australia
and Europe, most entries were the loggings of senior DXers active in North
America. Since its’ inception, The Indonesian Survey has been published
approximately every two years. John Bryant and Fine Tuning’s Special
Publications arm took over The Survey in 1986. John expanded the listing
greatly, using sources in Europe and Australia and placed it in a computerized
database. In late 1987, Jon Williams of Indiana took over maintenance of the
database and John Bryant continued to handle publication chores. By 1989,
relations with the Australian group OZDX had matured, and both groups decided
to publish a joint Survey at the beginning of the appropriate DX season. In
1991, David Clark and John Bryant undertook to rewrite the database almost
completely since there had been massive changes in the Indonesian broadcasting
scene since the 1989 publication. Most Indonesian stations, including the largest
and most stable, have undergone significant changes in their operating schedules
in the past three or four years. This 1992 publication reflects those changes.

Also, there has been very significant growth in the sophistication and breadth
of knowledge of DXers worldwide conceming things Indonesian in general and

Indonesian broadcasting in particular. In the area of the general understanding
of Indonesian history and culture, we must point to the proliferation of superb
guide books. These include, most especially, those from Insight Guides, Lonely
Planet and Moon Publications. Our cultural, geographic and historical
understanding has also been broadened by the television series and wonderful
book Ring of Fire by the Blair brothers.

These interests, along with our understanding of the Indonesian broadcasting
scene, have been furthered also by several quite scholarly articles published in
various club bulletins and in Fine Tunings own Proceedings. Among the authors
of these important works are Ralph Perry, Bill Sparks, Harold Cones, David
Clark and John Bryant. John also wrote and Fine Tuning published A DXers
Handbook... Indonesia, considered the definitive reference for Indonesian DXing.
John, Tan Gwat Lan and Gerry Dexter are responsible for The Indonesian
Language Lab published by Gerry’s Tiare Publications. The Indo Lab allows
DXers to communicate with Indonesian radio stations in sentences so well
written that DXers using the lab are usually congratulated on their use of the
language in their QSL replies.

Finally, none of this work would have been possible without the very diligent
efforts of many veteran DXers on four continents. Those involved in slowly
unlocking and decoding Indonesian broadcasting include all of the above
DXer/authors, along North American DXers Don Jensen, Kirk Allen, Kevin
Atkins, Steve Reinstein, and Ed Kusalik. Many contributions were made by the
strong contingent of Australian DXers, most of whom were involved in the 1989
FT/OZDX joint effort. These include Geof Cosier, Peter Bunn, Dave Foster,
Dave Onley, and Craig Edwards. Many of the best known names in European
DX circles have also proven very helpful in decoding Indonesian broadcasting.
These include Gordon Darling (now of New Guinea), Anker Petersen and many
others. Finally, this publication is vastly improved by the insights and loggings
of Indonesian DXer Aboe N. Thaliep of Batang, Jawa. His contributions to
many clubs have proven vital to the efforts of many of us in recent years.

PRIMARY SOURCES

The primary sources for the 1992 Update were loggings, station schedules and
QSL data reported in the bulletins of Fine tuning, OZDX, DSWCI, Numero Uno
and WDXC.

SYMBOL LEGEND

Asterisks (*) indicate questions as to whether this entry in the database is still
valid. The situation is usually noted also as NOT REPORTED RECENTLY.
A "X" before an entry in the BY FREQUENCY database indicates that this
station was included in the 1992 database for Reference Purposes only. The
station is now broadcasting on Medium Wave Only. The notation ANT indicates
that the information was largely provided by Indonesian DXer Aboe N. Thaliep

of Batang, Jawa Tengah, Indonesia.
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