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GENERAL IKFORMAION A3BQUT DXing

By Aucust Baibi

(Fditor's note: This is the first in & series of articles to be run
iz shis apd subsequoent issues of UNIVERSALITY in honor of URDXC's 25%
conLversarys, Purpose of the articles ics to share the experisnce of
Gu guccegsful DX'sps with the newcomers to the hohby. Fubure artic-
Je3 will deal with reception rsports and verificotion: ligtening proh
ocud pment; propegetion; antennae.add _grounds; and listening post pro-~
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wnwave listening is tiuly a "window on the worli" from your ecasy
Cioo L3 o a turn of the dicl and you have spannad continents most an~r
rer of the day. Soft music from Indonssia, Grums from Africa, Swiss
7owrlers, classical music from Brussels, Big ban's tonss from Lond x:,
c..meg from Calro, and Jocko'!s laush fron lelbourne, to nare.but «
12w, are all there, without any trouble,

lotay, most of th: bettor known countrics have English nowscasts, a0
you ere “"getting 1t from the horss's mouth," so to speak, ALnd manw
countries, to tcach thair own language to listoncrs, featurc losscns
12cluding EBnglish and thcir own naotive tonpue, These may be heard
c.nost dally from countrics likc France, South Visztnam, Weost Gormany,
anC Bnglend, tcaching Bnzlish in ncerly o1l thce languages of the worid.

after 25 years of SUline, I still consider it the most fascinating,
lrveresting, and cducaticnul hobby, with lots of thrills in store for
tliose who have the persevorznes and pationee n:cded to lcg thosc hard-
ho-got DX statlons; "fishing" around thoe bands often brings surprising
LRl b U Ny o2 S

sor thos: who wondcer about the term "DX," it was coincd ycars ago, when
P7Ving was in its infancy, and simply mecons "distence.,™ The writcr b_-
cume intirested In the hobby about 30 yoars aso, when the possibilitics
of short waves were Just being realized. At that time, mony took ur
7110 now hobby with zeal, for short waves have the oddity of travelin:
gwcat dlstancos, with rcasonably little power ot tho transmittcr, duc
o what's known as "skip." For lack of spacn, wec won't gc¢ into a dis-
cussion of "skip" in this article, but rcfor you to tho variocus radic
publications available for o full troatmont of tho subjcct, Various
facrt wave listcning clubs wore formcd; periodicals devotad their on-
t.re space tc tho subjecty and numerous mako roceivers wore on the riap--
ket for tho listonecr, liany were tho olaborato acrlals, and vast worc
tho "intonna Farms" thot some cmployed for list.nins purposcs. &t thes
date "RaDex" was a populer publication; so was "Short Wavo Croft™s and
thero wore many othor publications docalling fully with the subject,
-mong the rocclvors available wero Midwest, Lincoln, Scott, Silv.r-
Marshall (later to bocorio McelMurdo Silver), Pattcrson, National, dan-
marlund, and of coursc, old line monufacturcrs such as Ltwater-Keont,
Phlleo, and meny othurs, that manufactured Mall-wavo® recolvers that
wore guarantced. "to bring in the world." Tarly statlims wero L, [Maw-
drid; DJD, Berliny VE2LIE, Melbourncs G3L, Londony and quilt: 2 number c*
othors, Thorc wore alos somc Central and South incricans in oporation,
and many of them featur-d spceial Hnallsh languageo periods for tho Ling-
1ish ~ speaking listoncrs, It was verlly a now world for thc listencr,
Tho hobby grew with healthy vligor for the noxt five to seven years,
tlien bogan to suffer a doeline., It cbbed to a rather low tide, but
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(Cont,) with tho ending of thc Seocond Viorld War and a return to civii—
lan 1lifc of many men who had learn~d about communications in the sor-
vices, 1t bogan a gradual rosurgencce. Today, at this writing, thc hob~
by 1s in a good position, with many followers, and meny youngsters tao=
king to 1t with vlm, The prescnt figure of dsvotces 1s thought to be
around 40,000 1In ths United States,

So much for a rath:xr hasty coversge of the ocerly history of Sswhing, or
DXing., Wec will now discuss anoth:r phas:, that of actually DXing, and
becoming ecquainted with tho hobby, any listcn with general coverage
rocclversg othoers with cormunications roec-ivers. If one dcsircs &0
follcew the hobby closely, 1t probably pays to buy th- bost rcecive: ho
can afford, wilthin recason. Tacre are certain fecaturcs to look for in
naking a purchasc, but we can't go into thst here, .aftor bcconing . u-
millar wlth your rocclver, genorally, it is of primc i portance that
you know tho calibration of your sct down to 5 kej also, beecoric acquein
tod with GMT, as comparcd with your local timo. MHost elubs, Xike URLCXT;
like to 1ist time in GMT, as GMT i1s UNIVERS.LL and ncv . r changos, mo-
gardlcss of th: tins of yocar; also, most short wave stations annouino
schedulcs 1n GMT, with fow excoptions, |

Since it's inpessible to ronombor all detalls, soume syst-m of lcgginz
1s a great help; a calibration chart for onc, a listing of tips notod
from SW publications, or tips from DX scssicns, in GMT or local timc,
should be kept handy, on thc roeciver, constantly, to romind you whorc
and when to tunc.

Expcrlonce 1s tho best teoachory yeot the mor- information you havc a-
bout what othors have lc-ged, the bettor your chonces, Remember, too,
tho differonce In timo and locaticn mipht make it difficult, if nou
impossible, to loz the samo as somcone halfwsy around tho world, so
1t's what's hecard and roportod in your localo thot!s most important.
Over the ycars, I have learncd thut many listcneors arc not aware of than
vast diff'ecronco in rccoption on the Hast Coast and thro West coast of
the U.S.4L. Thercoforc, our own East and Wost scctions of the UNIVERSA -
LITE arc of vast importanco, and boing scparate, indcecd a blessing fore
norbors of URDXC: our club is th: only S club wlith such a progsross: 7o
systom,

Nover 1n the history of DXinge have we hed nore and botteor information
then today; and this in spitc of "jarizers" and QR of many types, plus
rmltiploc steat ions ontho same frogueney. *“orc countrics and stronger
slgnals arc our dally fare; of coursc, rnornings and cvenlnzs arc tho
mest favorable timcs, SWhing is just like any othcr hobby=- you got
out of it what you put in., Like tho weethar, 1t has 1ts good and bad
dayse Magnotic storms also take thoir toll, -

It's sti1ll the "man behind the gun"™ rathor the the Ygun" its:1f that
zohs the "bilrd"=- or rars DX stoticn., OF course, a good rocelver-plus
unr cfficlont antonna improve reception$ most of ny setive DX career,
L"ve found a 100=foot "L" typ:, #12 coppor wire, doing a finc job, as
ry wesults wlll ceonfirn. The recoiver, an HQRI29-X cf 1947 vintagc,
plus o DB20 prosclcotor, perform to satisfaction; even an old Halli .-
craftors S5-20R, as a standby, comes in handy, The antonna is about 40
fect high, SE to N, in o rosidecntial seetivn of Los angcles, with
%mmvy auto traffic in front and usuanl QRli-- in short, just an ordinary
ocaticn,
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(Cont.) Back 1n 1633, thec SW raceivers hed no.calibration, just num-
bers 1 tc 100, and it was sone job to calibratc them, On top of that,
many statlons were audiblc on corroct frequencies plus tholr harmonics,
Bands far from Buropc were audlble only in Surmier, Spring, and Fall,
and then only for an hour or so ecach day, South and Contrzl Anericans
were very popular since thsey had hardly any competition, Iy log book:
had cnly a few centrios thon, but doay, a book is neoded to list thon
all, 1f that were possible, I'vo kept a deily log sinec 1933, but the
past few yoars I list only thu norag iuporten t statlons, plus any chaongos
in rrequeney, time, and of course now itcons. Roports are sent to clut:z
and othor bw publications 1likc WRH, D=Wi bullstin, Radio iLnstraliale DL
program, ote. Now frequencloeos loggecd aro chterecd on & Calbration Zlinrt
contelning all thc bands from 3 to 26 mes, It's lcts of work but i+
has Indeced proven its workh, HNeedless to say, an accurate eclock 1s an
ossential, «nd don't spero poneil and papory -note ell pertinont do-
gmils when you hear -them, rather thon entering lator and naking a nis-
aKCa

Stlek to olther GMT or lceal tinc to avoid confusion; and remoumber, ths
dato is an impertant paxt of your rapert to your club; no nceced to .2
cach onc, but state that all roports crc cither currcnt or loggod witk -
ln the last four wicks, Scndinz old ronorts is of nc heclp.

In spite of "jarmeors" and QRI, I con lce up to 90 countries a day, b=
ginning early in the morninz and proceocding thrcough tho day till late
at night, The SWL rnust ..now when tce tunc for best rcsults, not when
convenlonty In -short, you rmust adjust ycurs-lf to Sliling, not vice=-
versa., Bonds at some tl s arc sc cvererowded tri t 1t's hard to £ind
a clear channel, yct, roctuning lator, you nuy be rewarded with logging
statlions thut you werc unable tc heer oven an hour sarlior, Listconers
wlth sxpcerlcnce know' that, but th.re ar: still many who get discouragoed.
Thet's thoe reason I wish to strcess that PLRSLVERANCE pays dividoends,
Sorie members of th: URDXC niight romeribor th: 11 re. DX contoast In sug-
ust 1966, wh'n I logr.d 114 stations, 39 countrics, and 8lx contincents
during th. weck, cvon thrugh working a full six dnys on the job at
naking a livelihood, That proves niy point abov:,

VOi. schrdulc of 10/27/58 1lists soriu 80 froquenciss rcloying trensmis-
sluns, besldos 49 In U.S.ae, énd 13 BBC VOau r-olays, a grand total of
142 fraquonskes, {.dd tho B3C, Londunji lescowy and Pcking; and you won-
cor just what chonee smellor countrios have to get throughe Yot 10
do at sonic tiro or gcnothor,

A8 many listeners are awerce, ldentity of a stetion 1s often not dis-
vinet; some announcors secm te whispar, rathir thon give a strong,
slow statlon identl¥y. Pessibly if Sa clubs would stross thut point,
1t rlght lmprove the situaticne J{lso, if statlions would glve gcorrcet
frequeneics used, not Just "broadeasting in tho 19, 25, 31 and 49 nctor
“unds,” it surcly would be a big help, . Such typos of information is
cuodated, but sinec fow porsonnsl:of ssations are active listencrs, they
(.o not undorstand our problerns, s¢ we should acguaint thom. Trhough
cflorts of nmysclf end othors, many lmprovenonts heve bton made, D=W,
Goligne, Germany, changed to GHT from MET3 Kadio Japan introduccd 2

DX sosslony and seversl staticns have specinl Wost Coast transmissicns,
~ulll others have chuanged thelr froguoncles to avold QRM-- all for the
benoflt of the listensr in goncral, |
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(Ccnt,) Tho Far East is, of coursce, best for us on the Wost Coost; toe
day, one can hcar Pckinez and Tokye and others cround the eloeke. The
Near sast also mrouvides sovceral transmissiocns, with Cairc being nunmber
1, Africa is hcard botter, with tho S&BC in particular belng casy to
log cn sevcecral frequunclos around 0430 GIT, Thc higsh frequency bands,
2l and 25 nes., are very active from Lurope, «frica, and isia, daily,
yet not many DXers cxplerc thm, and 1t's a good high frequency year,

In splte of the campalgn against jamming, it'!'s as scverc as ever, and
of ccourse muech rescnted by thdé SuL, Peck cf th: jarming is during the
Russlan transmissions; VO and BBC transmissicns in Russicng  oth-ors
romaln most of tho 24 hours pcr day cn certain transmissions of the
Vi.., RFE, and relay statia si¢ Yet, rathcr than frot, try another band
or station, something always nmenas<rs tc ecome throuch, Choek over the
roports 1n the UNIVERSALITE and it will prcve a real help.

What I consider my ocutstanding DX eateh is ths M.V, KiNINBLL, the first
ship's brcadcasting station, on 6.01, lcgzed at 1200 GHT on april 18,
1958=~ a 50-watt transmitter, halfway betwoen'Melbourn., and Perth,
Wostern sustralia, and 1s COWFIRMED by vorificaticn. 5LLwk, Monrovsa.
Liberia, logged 1st hour cn the air, on March 14th, 1955, at 1630 o»
11,80, with now transmittcry; CR7BL, 11,71, Louronce Marquus, Mozar-
blque, hcerd .Lpril 15, 1937, ancth:r first on the wost Coast, at 1530
GiiT, I sure have hed ny shore of thrills, iy verification slbum ceon-
talns many rarc DX catch.s with voriocs of supcrior beauty,

The aim of thc short wave broadeasts 1s tc win fricnds, to kcep pcorle
abrecad intercsted in thelr Homelands Today, 2ll too often propaganda

08 replaced that, cxeept the swaller countriss, whiech still present
ricrc and better onteortainncnt then the big powors with 2ll their nany
tronsnlissions, Many have loarnod about foreign countrios so riuch that
they feel that Fhoy have visitod in person, Some cre maro like noxt
door nelghbors rathur than boing thousands of nmilss away, Radic is the
Finest medium in geogrephy thiet I know, truly,

Honosty in roporting is the OWLY pelieyy DXing 1s not a game of ehanco.
Belng a nerbor of URDXC cor any cther Sw club is the best way te nake
frlends the world over, to exchange tips and notos, and know-how, Beth
stdes benefit in many ways, t1so, we ¢en lnducc others to becone DXoixs
ard onter our great hobby. Thor: is littlce publicity about DXing, s<
rclatlvely few pecople know ahout the hobby and the ruanine of SW, It:s
up tc overy DXer to spread tho glead tidings about rur great hobby to
whe goner:l public, Mr, Gibson's article in Sciecnce Digest cxplaincd

it well and has brought good rcsults, We rust continue with the com-

DELENS

Our club 1s cnc of the oldost in tho natitny NHRC of the Fast Coast

1s the other, both bsing formed when DXing was in its infaney., Wo c¢?
DA have two able and progrcssive oditors, and we should give thenm

w2 hest of ecocperaticn, Thors will corc a day when we of URDXC can

we proud of cur achi vaucnts, as will our Prosidont, Charlcs Norton,

Lo all ny fcllow members, ths veory best of DX and good hunting!

sugust Balbil
1414 South Wiltcen Place
Los &ngeles, California



