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3. BRAVE NEW WORLD. 1947 - 1957

As the spirit of reconstruction moved through a war-torn Europe,and
considerably aided by the Marshall Plan from the U.S.A.,many good people
saw the possibility of an improved world,based on the utilisation of
advanced scientific technologies.The writer Aldous Huxley however wrote

of the serious possibility of such a society having a dehumanising effect
on mankind,and his best-seller made the title "Brave New World"a household
phrase.

In this atmosphere,with large numbers of personnel joining the work
force,a big impetus to industry arosej;as far as we are concerned, this
resulted in new and improved communication eguipment.However,before the
market became flooded with a range of receivers at modest prices,there was
a golden opportunity to acquire military surplus equipment at very low
cost compared to their production price.Much of this was new and not needed
for it's original task.I now had the opportunity to buy a Phillips PCR
communication receiver,brand new,for only $24 !!This set had been designed
for civilian(espionage) use rather than the armed forces,though no doubt
many uses could have been found for it.Although the unit was a little
cumbersome (with a separate power supply),and a primitive mechanical dial,
poor raadﬁht (just marked in metre bands),the selectivity and sensitivity
were fantastic.I heard lats of DX on this one.Another device that was to
prove invaluable for a time,was an ex-Army wavemeter; it had a variable
frequency oscillator which could be tuned to zero-beat with the received
signal,and a dial readout to within 2-5 khz.For those days,that was indeed
real accuracy!

During the years of this period,my studies continues with
many blank periods of the log-book reflecting the lack of time for DXing.
Nevertheless,when it was possible the gquest for"new countries"continued.
Referring back to stations producing "DX programmes "one of the best-loved
and well remembered stations was OTC in Leopoldville,capital of the then
named Belgian Congo.The characteristic African drum beats introducing
"OTC calling DXers" will be instant recall for thos€ who heard the
programmes.

1948 was a tremendous year for Latin American DX in England
both on SW and MW (BCB) channels.The early morning of Sunday,January llth,

1948 remains in my memory as an all-time phenomenal opening to South
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America:;a minimum of 29 stations were logged between 590-1430 khz,in a
period of just about 3 hours !These includad listed power outputs from 1-50 K
and many others were heard but fading and QRM prevented any accurate attempt
at identification.The listed stations (see illustration) were IDed by
language,reference to country or town,and actual station slogan/callsign.I
had to go back to quite a few for this data but the signals were tuned at the
times listed.Never before or since have I experienced such an incredible
night! This was using a home-constructed open loop antenna,4 foot diameter,
without any amplification.Some of these Argentine,Brasilian,and Chilean stati
stations also had SW outlets.

on shortwave,loggings from Nicaragua include YNV
YNWW YNQ YNFT YNPS YNAS YNBH YMNDG YNOW:from Panama - HORT HP5H HPS5B HOLA HOB
HOXA and HPSA.Honduras yielded HRN HRA HRQ HROW HRP-1;from Haiti: HHCM HHZ2S
HHCN 4VRW and 4V2S;and many other stations from different Central American
countries.

By the end of 1949 I had not only graduated as an M.D.but had
completed a course in my chosen speciality,laboratory medicine,and was to be
drafted in the Army as a Graded Pathologist,to serve my two years National
Service (conscription.)After three months basic training I was posted to
Benghasi,Libya,North Africa.Since I had officer rank,I was allowed to fly
out my wife -and son,at my own expense,and we lived in a small apartment for
the time.I also tock the precaution of buying a small portable shortwave
receiver to take with me.This was before the days of transistorised compact
sets,and my choice was again military service equipment;the famous "spy"
set with miniature tubes,the Marconi B-2.This was guite a respectable
performer,with a small power supply to use from house current;the nain snag
was the tiny dial which had a magnifying lens for readout,and a vernier scale
which had to be calibrated by the user.It served a useful purpose,enabling
me to hear the BBC news,local Forces stations,and a little modest DX-this
included :the Hashemite Broadcasting Station Ramallah (Jerusalem) ,CR5SC,Radic
Clube de Sao Tome e Principe,CR8AA Emissora Goa and Radio Kashmir in Srinagar
The antenna was an internal long wire about 30'long.

To be truthful,military
1ife is not my idea of heaven;but the opportunity to experience a totally
different culture was a valuable learning experience.At thia time the nation
was governed by the elderly Emir Idris al Senussi,and it was a peaceful land.

The climate was wonderful,but my worklocad and responsibility quite heavy.
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During this period I got to know a little of the Forces Broadcasting Service,
which had transmitters in Benghasi and Tripoli,among it's far-flung network.
The Benghasi station was "housed"in army tents,and to say the least was very
primitive.Both the Tripoli and Benghasi stations used BC610 transmitter,
putting out respectively 250 & 500 watts into dipole antennas.The Benghasi
station which I visited,also had a G36 transmitter,and a Marconi vertical
antenna for MW outlet on 881 khz.The shortwave channels were all on the 60
metre band (and I logged them in England later!)The receiver at the local
station was the famous RCA AR88D,which I took note of.Later I bought one in
England;it was an incredibly solid (and heavy) set,with excellent audio and
very stable.It was not however an ideal DX machine,but very good for
reception and rebroadcasting of the BBC which was one of the Forces stations
main functions.There was no bandspread dial,readout was only fair,and the
sensitivity & selectivity unremarkable.Twe years later I returned to England
very thankfully,and recommenced my civilian life;which meant more studies to
obtain a higher specialist medical degree (the "real" M.D.,which is a post-
graduate degree in England.)This meant a lot of hard studying and as a result
not much time for radio.I was working around London at this time,moving from
north to south depending on available posts,and this implied living in
apartments,not conducive to outdoor antennas.

1 I soon had the chance to change
my equipment again,this time opting for a British built receiver,the famous
Eddystone series built by Stratton & Co.This was the 740,in retrospect a
mistake on my part.It was a nice-looking receiver but sensitivity was rather
poor and it only had a mechanical bandspread dial,subject to mechanical wear
and consequent"backlash".Some of the comparable U.S.sets had electrical spread
with an additiocnal small wvariable capacitor,capable of zero-setting;a much
better arrangement.However the 740 was,like the AR88,a tough piece of radio!

| With this fecéivéi however I heard a lot of good DX;from
the still-existent Portuguese empire came the Angolans,Radio Clube,Radio
Diamang,and Radio Clube de Huilaj;Radio Clube do Mozambiguej;and two from the
Cape Verde Is.,Radio Clube do Cabo verde and Radio Clube Mindelo.CQM4 in Bissau
Portuguese Guinea was also logged.Several Haitians were gquite regular catches,
such as 4VRW Radio Haiti,4VWA Radio Citadelle,4VCP La Voix du Nord,4VC Radio
Commerce, 4VGS Radio Independance,4VB La Voix de la Republique,4VCN Radio
Tropiquesand 4V?? Radio Fides.

Some oddball stations included ZJA6 Georgetown

Br.Guiana,a Cable & Wireless Utility station specially on the air with Test

matches (cricket) ,Radio Africa in Tangiers (an International Zone then) ,the
S.S.Courier ("Seaborn Relay Base of the Voice of America-off Rhodes),and 2ZQI
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Kingston,Jamaica,on 4950 khz.Another interesting station was the B.F.B.S.
transmitter in Trieste ;this was a "Free Zone" between Italy and Albania
and counted as a separate-country"in those days,now a part of Italy.The
station served the Forces,and operated in the 19 metre band!

My first taste of real Indonesian DX came in those days,
with logs of YDK Palembang.YDP Medan,YDJ Jogjakarta,and YDN2 Kotoradja
(now Banda Aceh)...allin the 60 metre band,between 15.00 - 16.00 U.T.C.
The years 1953-4 provided some interesting DX from Spain,in the 41 metre
region;Radio Medierraneo,Valenciaj;Radio Cartagena;Radio Juventud de Murcia;
Emisora del Puerto de Santa Maria;La Voz de la Falange;and Emisora Parocial
Catolica de Puerto Jaen.These were fun stations,but soon they moved to
MW band and finally mostly to FM channels.I also continued to enjoy long
periods of reception on the ham bands,particularly the new 21 mhz segment.

Toward the end of this period I obtained my first senior post
in hospital service,and we moved home to Barnet,Hertfordshire;not however
before making another change in receiver.This time,at great expense(!) I
bought a real communication receiver,the legendary Hammarlund HQ180.In
those days it cost about 380 pounds Sterling,which I estimate was in the
$ 900 range;a lot of money,BUT a world beater.This was a superb set,with
amazing interference control (Q notch filter with adjustable depth and
ability to sweep through the received bandwidth;electrical bandspread,and
noise filier,ta say nothing of features like three AGC speeds) In my new
home I had a good long wire antenna,a MW loop,and a rotatable FM antenna
with separate tuner-amplifier for those bands.I was"in business"!-but the

work load and responsibility took away much DX time........ccceeneses
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BELGIAN NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE

RADIODIFUSION NACIONAL BELGA
RADIODIFUSAO NACIONAL BELGA

OTC was a regular signal

on the dial,and it's DX

LEOPOLDVILLE

CONGO BELGE programme most enjoyable.

Sadly this area became a
region of horrendous tribal

conflict.

THREE UNUSUAL AFRICAN STATIONS.
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"HELLO AMERICA" was
the friendly ID and

greeting from this

Ecuadorian station.

STA'CION H C2.R. L T Dr. .ﬁ.&m{_ .l':.un‘_.

._: : Sr. . Dr.T.B. . ¥illiamson —_ -
o = QUINTA: PIEDAD duanguu.-zcuimn -
= ' .' = ." | H ﬂ _-Q >__ e o _ ) _ .--..-,..'i = X .-.: _:’l. ;

G’"'q'ﬂ_ m‘d“ j Tumnu Mnrtinr: H'i' 307 5 e

" e T - H111 ] Em Eoﬂpi'l:ul

- o Eud—imériﬂl 5 1

EXMTE 45 metros—ST.AIBANS, EER?S). II Illll l“'

| & _;.....--._ L AR

w e R T S .y T = = "l -'-_"‘_'__' ',_‘_._'-u..-'-u- I S i R L
L i & v - - el e S g e —j == o L = 2] r....' 4
1 'k = " = o I - -l::-il-'rla-rl-.. - e "'"L'.'_' = ..F. L -ﬁ = iy
¥ . - - =
s = = — e W a
-

e = e P e = 5 o - - s =

iy, A B s ] R, A, g il ey g it et i e, A P il T ekl

An unusual wvisitor to the 90

meter dial.
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TWO RARE VERIFICATIONS !

SERVICO DA REPUBLICA

Reparticho Central dos Services
bl Goa, 16 de _ outubro __ de 1950

Corrales, Telégrafos o Tolefomes

D & d
é:"""’ @{ Capt. T B Williamson

ESTADD DA INDIA

EMISSORA DE GOA

. H-',’Z;?j/ fé i—_—;‘i__mi;;
‘:/I'.a
Dear Sir,

We acknowledge with thanks your letter in which you report the condi-
dition how our station was received by you., The report is confirmed,

We would like to have more Teports from you.

Youra faithfully,

)

(For Emissora de

Portuguese colony incorporated into India by invasion.

The "Relief of Mafeking"was matched by my relief at
getting this QSL card !

A
k 1 .1-1::'!_.!. :"r

A T R T
L ¥

TRRY TS,
pons. DK, Nee

j}lﬁﬂﬁ. (?\‘i_m___ OMLLD

TUC-BuY IERN SIGHEE\_}.&_Q)}&“#\%'&&’

VERIFYING YOUR REPORT . :

hwonsy Rq™ \Q\. | DATE \:\'&%ﬁ? LSAT V-
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Two interesting letter-veris.

4V WA

CAP-HAITIEN, HAITI

------

iiiiii

S RADIO CITADELLE

Py, o, Bd o

Ce IL Janvier 54 _ @-Cﬂﬁm,a‘f&cﬁ

De T.2.W41liamson
8 Hevar Croft

Elthan
London S.BE.3.
Angleterres

Che® Monsieur,

.I.L'|

P e : ;
oo, MNa nTasr Ava 1a

FORCES BROADCASTING SERVICE
BRITISH FORCES STATION

BRITISH ELEMENT TRIESTE FORCE
TELEPHONE 95820 - 95908

._ Setham,
@ lopdon - 3.3. 9
§ o Sazland
i o _—— ——
Pl ¥
X 2
— e~



These two kept the B.W.I.on the map,with good

consistent signals.
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QsSL FROM “RADIO TRINIDAD”, BRITISH WEST INDIES

P{git‘r Transmission Hours:—
SPAIN
Sundays
CHANNELS: 7.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.
31.16 Metres 4.00 p.m. to 11.00 p.m
(9,625 kc's)
Week-day:
231.65 Metres eek-days
(113}5 kc:s) (Monday through Saturday)
7.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m.
12.00 (Noon)
S5AN FERNANDO A to 2.00 p.m.

4.00 p.m. to 11.00 p.m.

ii t h‘f i"" )

KINGSTON -- JAMAICA
BRITISH WEST INDIES

4.95MC,--21.00 --22.30 GM.T.
+ 3.48 MC, -00.30--03.00 GMT.

- Tl il S
i

——— e et e
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PRN-9 was an unusual Brasilian station,
operated by the Department of Public Security.
The QSL card was a small one with a picture

of a pennant with a picture of Getulio Vargas,

the 31 m.band.

L

1 &
Long before the Phillipines adopted D 1000 wetts “ANG TINIG NG BAYAN" 390 ek

THE YOICE OF THE NATION
series call-signs,these two low-power

stations were quite often audible.They
faniidir il gk
wouldn't stand much chance today - o

sandwiched between several hundred KW!!

Hello there, Listener, this is KZOK, The Philippine Broadcasting Corporation,

Radin Philippines confirming vour reception report of November 11 947

TGQA was quite often audible on it's 2t 17205 oo
to 17:30

Thanks for your report, 73's DX and pleasant listening from

6 mhz frequency;many years after
this QSL I visited the station.

The Management and Stoff of KZOK
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dictator of Brasil until 1945.The station was in



CENTRAL AMERICA ON THE DIAL.

There were lots of signals from Panama in those earlier times.A large
number of Nicaraguans also broadcast on shortwave,though more erratic

in reception than printed schedules would suggest!.

When living in Guatemala I was told that the Director of Nuevo Mundo

had been the victim of a political assassination;certainly the reporting of
news could displease either political side in the country's violent

history! =
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