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4 .THE SPACE AGE

For the reason just mentioned,the next few years are a blank in my log-
book record of DXing.However,the Soviet Union was making history,with
the Sputnik satellite in 1957,and the first man in space,Yuri Gagarin in
the Vostock (1961l).I vividly remember the announcement of the latter over
Radio Moscow,with the recorded voice of the astronaut sending greetings
to listeners on Earth.By this time I had acquired an excellent reel-to-reel
taperecorder,the semi-professional Ferrograph of British construction,and
capable of reproduction at 7% and 15 i.p.s. (this was referred to as the
high-speed model.)Quite a few radio clubs had sprung up for the shortwave
enthusiast,and at one time or another I was a member of the BSWL ,ISWC,ISWL o
London,and the Swedish club,Malmo Kortvagsklub;these organisations all issue-
some form of bulletin or newsletter,which were invaluable to the keen DXer.

I started keeping logs again in 1960 and by now my horizons had
expanded!I had an FM tuner and was fascinated by tropo and sporadic-E
openings,logging quite a few European countries,with signals from Holland,
France,and Germany NWDR regular events.Shortly after these explorations of
the dial,I purchased an old used VHF Hallicrafter communication receiver,
another veritable"boat anchor" with which I was able to receive television
sound sign&is,and broadcast stations up to 98 mhz in the FM band II.
The loggings included Italy,Spain,Soviet Union and Scandinavia;but after a
while the limitations of this type of DXing became apparent and my attention
as always! - drifted back to shortwave.Although I still maintained a strong
interest in Latin America,my interest now shifted to Asia and Indonesia.
I put in much time on the tropical bands,especially6 metres ,and had a good
haul of regional Indians Soviets,and Indonesians (mainly Sumatera) .The latter
would peak around 15.30 - 16.30 UTC.Also heard were JOZ Tokyo (Nihon SW)
and ZBW Radio Hong Kong,both on the 90 metre band.I made a tape of YDP
Medan, Sumatera on 5030 khz,closing at 16.30,and sent it to Radio Sweden;this
was then broadcast in the famous DX programme"Sweden Calling DXers",which
was everybody's favourite!

Some special DX loggings at that time included:

CR6RY Novo Redondo,Angola (Radio Clube do Cuanza Sul) .HI5SC San Francisco de
Macoris,Dominican Republic,TGRT Flores,Peten, (which I visited much later!),
Elisabethville, "Radio Katanga",and XERR Mexico City,Radio Tricolor on 19

metres.This last one was quite a regular and played some wonderful Marlachi

music,which I recorded.
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Perusal of the log-books confirms that these years were very good indeed
for the reception of Ecuadorean stations in the tropical bands.For
instance,the following are notable:HCJCS5 Ondas Azuayas,HCOB5 Ondas Azules,
(both in Cuenca - very confusing!),La Voz del Norte in Ibarra,HCBK2 El1 Mundo
in Guayaquil, ,HCJR6 Voz del Colegio Mera in Ambato,HCJT1 Radio Tulcan, HCMX4
Radio Cenit,Portoviejo,HCMQl Radio Atahualpa,HCCD1l Luz de America in Quito,
and HCAH3 in Zaruma,Radio Trebol ("Clover leaf Radio").

This last station,
in response to a report,initiated a long correspondence with the Director,
Sr.Jorge Reyes Samaniego,which was most enjoyable.At that time the station
ran 2 KW,and was costly to maintain.It was associated with a local sports
group.l gather he fell on difficult times,due to some political changes in
the region;our letters ceased,as is usually the case unless one can make

personal contact.
It reminds me however,that my long affection with the

Spanish speaking world had led me to study the language.I went to the local
college (night school) once a week,for three years.The teacher was a fine
Spanish lady from Zaragossa,and she encouraged us to work hard and take the
examinations of the Institute of Linguists,an Internationally recognised
organisation.I passed the Student and Intermediate Grades with Honours,but
we left Eng}and before there was time to reach the Final Grade.At age 40
this study was not so easy !...but the results were worth all the effort.It
helped greatly in understanding station announcements,and the enjoyment of
music.At a later moment,the knowledge made a great difference in my career.

Another facet of this study was the creation of a local
Anglo-Spanish Club,so that we Brits could gain more experience and of course,
friendship,with Spaniards resident in England.We soon had a group of about
forty people from the class,and Spanish nationals(there were quite a lot
of fnung people teaching Spanish and learning English,over in England for
a year or so.) It became very popular idea,and we used to meet about every
three weeks in someone's home for coffee,wine and refreshments.We even had
one Spanish couple get married after their contact in the Club!

One evening at the dial,for once on the AM medium wave
band,I came across a wonderful programme entitled "Amigos en la Noche",
(Friends in the Night) from "Radio Vida"the Seville outlet of COPE =Cadena
de Ondas Populares Espanolas on 1097 khz.This programme was especially for

Spaniards abroad,so it seemed an ideal medium for our Club to utilise,



Accordingly I prepared a tape of our members sending greetings to

their familes back home and this was broadcast over the station!It was

a big success and initiated a long correspondence and friendship

between the programme director Sr.Jose Manuel del Castillo and myself.
This was to be cemented by a visit to Seville and to the station to see
the studio where they produced the broadcast,every Saturday night at 1 a.m.
or more correctly Sunday morning!Later also,my eldest son,a University
student would visit and become a friend of Jose.

Unfortunately,some time later the programme was effecively
killed,when idiotic -bureaucracy shifted all the frequencies in Spain,and
EAK2 was moved to 1502 khz,under the massive powerhouse of Warsaw Radio
Poland at 250 KW!!Ohviously the great minds at work behind this scheme
were not DXers!

Many other friendships were made in these latter years of
residing in England;through the radio clubs,particularly the ISWL of
England, there were occassional get-togethers of DXers (though such
meetings were much less popular than in North America.)I had a good friend
in Brian Ayres,the editor of the SWBC column in the magazine.One special
occassion was a club meeting when we had a visit from the legendary Arne
Skoog of Radio Sweden.Some of you may remember him as producer of one of
the best-ever DX programmes for listeners:"Sweden Calling DXers".He was
a great character,a very friendly personaliity.I was now beginning to
understand that this hobby was a much bigger thing than mere knob-
twiddling!

The period from mid 1965 to 1966 was a time when I really became
very interested in AM medium wave reception,with evening listening for
the more low power Spanish stations,and early morning for Transatlantic
DX.Reports sent to Spanish stations had a high return ratio,including
many very colourful pennants.Indeed in my collection of these,Spain 1is
the country which produced the greatest number,over 20.The remainder have
come from many different Latin Am=rican countries,and a few from other
regions.

Spain has always been a country with a large number of radio
stations compared to the size of the nation.In those days there were
several networks,such as SER Sociadad Espanola de Radiodifusion,COPE (above
REM Red de Emisoras,and the "Radio Juventud' stations which I believe

were designed to provide experience and encouragement to young people
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with a view to their taking up a professional career in radio.There
were also a number of private broadcasters without network affiliations.
An occassional station represented Trade Union affiliations,with slogans
like"Emisora Sindical";finally the large Government network covered the
country with numerous "Radio Nacional" outlets,including the International
shortwave service (now known as Radio Exterior de Espana) .In modern times
however ,many stations have shifted to FM,or added such an outlet.
Transatlantic DX included many Canadian stations in New
Brunswick,Nova Scotia and Newfoundland;while East coast U.S.stations were
well heard.KMOX St Louis was the furthest U.S.station logged on medium wave;
other DX include St.Pierre & Miquelon,XEW,XEJP,YVPF,bYVKE,Radio Belize,CXl6,
and ZBMl.These were virtually all logged using the indoor loop antenna.
Shortwave logs were immensely aided by the Foreign
Broadcasting Information Service book which was a very accurate frequency
list of the world's stations.Originally this was a present from a good
friend,Roger Legge,who I had first contacted through one of the radio clubs.
A DXer with a legendary reputation,he became one of the staff of the VOA,
and I had the privilege of a visit from him shortly after the war;in later
yvears he specialised in the USSR shortwave stations,editing a newsletter on
this region. When the FBIS list ceased publication,our"bible"” became the
WRTH.Other:#aluable sources of information were the National Radio Club (MW)
bulletin,and the Newark News Radio Club(SW and more) ;there was also the West
coast bulletin,the Universal Radio club I believe.There was a dearth of gooc
magazines,such as had existed in pre-war days.

One sensational catch was
recorded in 1963 (Boxing Day)..that was VLT4 at Port Moresby,New Guinea.
This was on 4890 khz(their current frequency!) at the extraordinary time
of 12.30 U.T.C.in broad daylight!I could hardly believe my ears when I had
the clear ID as "THIS IS THE A.B.C....shortwave...VLT4"As far as I was
concerned,that was the DX event of the year!

I must say that at this period
in my life,our knowledge and understanding of radio wave propagation was
very sketchy and inadequate.I had learned from listening experience some
basic facts such as the relationship of wavebands to time of day:the
tropical bands were only really good during darkness;the peak pre-dawn and

early dawn reception period for Peru,Ecuador & Colombia...and so on.
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However,the idea of "grayline" DXing,sunset enhancement of Tropical band
reception or medium-wave areas,was a blank area in my mind.It should be
emphasised tho',that MW DXing in Europe is very different to North America.
There aren't the huge numbers of semi-local stations,and most countries
have a relatively few stations,mainly government operations,and using huge
power in comparison the the U.S.and Canada.Many broadcasters put out betweer
250-500 KW,and this flattens numerous low-power transmitters.

On shortwave in those days,the phenomenen of"jamming" was in full
thrust.The cold war had become a sad reality,and the Communist world did
their very best to ensure that their citizens should not listen to any
foreign capitalist station.This was certainly more effective at upsetting
DXers than the political desired result!It was quite common to have most
of an entire broadcast band (say 31 metres)wiped out as far as any
enjoyable listening was concerned.It was relentless and persistent for years
a most disheartening state of affairs.The spread of a single jammer station
could affect quite a wide frequency span,even though it was most potent on
it's actual target channel.When I am tempted to moan about QRM these days,
resident in North America,it is salutary to remember the past!Any jamming
we have today is microscopic compared to the past.

Listening contests made
an appearante in these years,and I duly entered the ISWL event for short-
wave brcadé&st stations:the first attempt resulted in third place,which was
very satisfactory.In the 1963 contest,which was divided into continental
zones of residence,I won the European zone competition.This was enough,
thank you!...since I discovered that one needed to do a lot of preliminary
work (listening for the regqulars and times of ID) if one was to have any
chance of a top placing.Forget the idea of casually twiddling the dial,it
simply is inadequate in competing against experienced DXers!l also came to
the conclusion that such events,though useful and interesting,are not in
truth a direct measure of the relative capability of a listener;many
factors go to make up a winning combination,especially location,which 1s
the one variable that cannot be fairly equalised.Even two houses in the
same street may give slightly different reception patterns!If one obtains
a place in the top five or six,one can be satisfied that the antenna and
recever are performing adequately (as well as the brain!) .Now that points

to the crucial factor - it's what is between the headphones that is the
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most important feature in identifying stations.The experienced listener
with a simple receiver and antenna will always out-perform the beginner
with an expensive communication receiver.
However I would like to stress
that "competitivness" between DXers can be very misplaced and damaging
to personal relations.This is in essence a friendly hobby;all of us I'm sure
like to build up an impressive list of"countries heard/verified"™ but how
much time and sleep loss you want to endure is a personal choice;one should
not let the hobby ruin one's life!!Finally,in any reporting situation,it
comes down to the individual's honesty (did you REALLY hear that
identification slogan??!!).The savage edge of competition can result in what
is in effect,total nonsense;such as,reporting and"verifying" reception of
samoa on the MW AM band in England at midday on a frequency with nearby
high-power European stations.Performances like this simply discredit the
"Joker" .Arranging special broadcasts from countries not usually on the air
on certain wavebands,and then NOT informing the DX clubs and journals,also
can be classed as discreditable to those concerned,but with a meaner edge!
When we consider reporting one's logs to clubs and magazines,
integrity really does matter.Someone who mis-identifies stations frequently -
quickly becomes recognised by the DX fraternity;I can read a bulletin,and
as soon as I see a mame of such a reporter,I automatically"delete"the log
as irrelevﬁht.l believe that club editors should adopt a much tougher line,
and either reject such logs,or put in a strong qualifyving comment!If a club
member is deliherately cheating to enhance their reputation I believe they
should have their membership terminated.Now of course,ANYONE can make an
honest mistake-we all have- but consistently making errors 1s at least a
hallmark of carelessness.
Then again there is the question of location;some people believe Hawaii is
one of the best sites for DX;or New Zealand;or wherever! I don't know about
this except to say a "country"location away from city electrical QRM is
helpful.Of course,if you are at sea in the Navy,you can stack up a big list
of countries,simply by hearing the remote station while in port in that
country!Perfectly honest and"legitimate" but what is the comparitive worth?
"Nuff said"!
To return to the history;at the end of this time segment,I had
a Hammarlund HQl80,an RCA AR88,and two Ferrograph reel type tape recorders.

We were selling our home,and packing up to emigrate to Canada!Of this

decision,only time would be the real judge!
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