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66. KAWARTHA DAYS. 1990 +

Our move to Peterborough was made in the month of April;a cool but clear
day,memorable for the usual chaos accompanying any uprooting of one's home
possessions!It was to be quite a long time before everything was unpacked,
and I could start to take advantage of our new property,with a 130' long
garden (the latter obviously giving rise to dreams of long-wire antenna
systems,although somewhat impeded by large trees and two hydro power lines
close to the area!)

Most of my listening in the summer of 1990 was done at
the lakeside cottage,with excellent reception from P.N.G.,Indonesia,and
Asian countries.A 200' long wire was put up at home,but not in regular use
until the end of October.This gave good all-round reception,but the noise
level was(and continues to be) a nuisance.Nevertheless,some excellent DX
has been logged,such as the Indonesians =-Padang,Sibolga,Bengkulu Pakanbaru
Tanjung Pinang,China- PBS at Nanning,Xining,Guangzhou,Nei Monggolto name a fe
An occassional new country has surfaced,especially Bhutan (but NO veri!!) an:
of course the "subdivisions" due to war and politival upheaval in the former
Yugoslavia.

A special station has been ZHH St.Helena,which I first heard on
October 23rd 1992;it was audible in Peterborough but not too strong;so I
put the Kenwood 1000,my current receiver at that time,in the car and rushed
over to the cottage where I enjoved a long period of excellent reception!
It was fortunate that the weather was quite fair,or I would not have been ab:
to reach the lake because of the primitive road sloping down the hill!
Their nice QSL card just capped this enjoyable experience;and I'm sure many
readers will also have a soft spot for the annual broadcasts of ZHH.

From the lakeside site DXing continued as usual with good Pacific
and Asian reception,and a number of "new" Russian and former Soviet regions
appeared,with their own programming and nationalistic broadcasts.
Unfortunately there was not a corresponding appearance of QSLs!I presume the
chaotic state of the Russian mail service has been the main obstacle,but
the number of unanswered reports is depressing.Also,in these years - the 90'¢
a similar comment could be made about reports to Peru,and many Asian or

African countries.The financial aspects are probably more important in

these countries however.This situation is all the more frustrating,because
reception from Peru and Bolivia has been remarkably good recently. (I am

happy to say however,that the replies from Bolivia have been quite good)
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DX DOWN UNDER!

At the end of 1993,in fact in November,we had the opportunity
of a lifetime,a visit to Australia to stay with one of our sons and his
familv.Their home is a few miles from the coast,about an hour from Brisbane
in Queensland.We flew to Hawaii,spent a night there,and continued to Sydney
and thence to Brisbane where we were met and driven to their beautiful home
in a gquiet country area.I had taken with me a DX440 portable and a cassette
tape recorder,plus bell wire for an antenna.In the hotel in Hawaii I was
able to record several Hawaiian MW stations for posterity,and on the flight
had the fascinating experience of hearing several FM stations on my"Walkman®
as they faded in-and-out over different areas of Canada & Western U.S.A.

Once installed in Queensland,I strung up a very makeshift 250°'
long wire,about 25 feet high,and started to roam the dial.Very different £frc
back home!I concentrated on Indonesia on shortwave.logging and taping Serui.
Pontianak ,Kendari,Merauke,Jayapura,Sibolga,Manado,Dili (lousy signal even
there!) ,and Surabaya;all RRI stations,no others heard.Also managed ZLXA Lev:
and Kiribati;PNG's were a nuisance!!

But I soon came to understand why MW DX
is a special attraction down there!Even with that poor antenna the catches
and possibilities were fascinating.At least 91 Aussie stations were identif:
identifie&;fram Queensland,New South Wales,Victoria and South Australia,in
addition to Canberra.New Zealand was represented on the dial by 2ZB,Z27ZN,
2YB,120,and the most intriguing Maori station 1XCB on 1594 khz.Also heard
were Vanuatu,Bangkok (Voice of Asia),and DYDW Tacloban City,Phillipines.

I did not have the chance to DX during the night hours-after midnight,local
time,or probably would have managed some Japanese loggings.There is gquite

a problem however with QRM from all-night Aussie broadcasters;but what fun
it would be with a loop antenna!l can now understand the attraction for
going to the beach and running out a few Beverages!!

Our five week holiday
included several visits to the glorious beach(known as the"Gold Coast"due
to it's marvellous sand and continual sunshine)Surfing and fishing are very
popular,and I was able to try the latter.While we were there a visit to
Point Danger on the coast introduced me to the Alir-Sea Rescue unit,which
was an intriquing experience.

We mat many wonderful Aussie friends of the
family,and after the Christmas festivities with them all,it was all-tooO-

soon time to pack up and return to Canada;many happy memories remain.
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1994 opened with the logging of Hawaii!! that is to say,the first SW
broadcaster since the o0ld days of the VOA station KRHO.The new outlet is
a World Harvest Radio operation under the callsign KWHR,and was heard on
13625 khz.Additionally a new country was logged this vyear,Caribbean
Christian Radio from Grand Turk Is,on MW 1020 khz.This period also gave
some good Bolivian reception,and of course many new Peruvians (the
"mushroom stations" of the dial!).Logging them is one thing,getting them
to QSL is a different matter!However,Bolivians Radio San Migquel and
Radio Metropolitana obliged with nice veris.

Since I was now using a new
receiver,the British LOWE HF225,which I regard as the best set I have
ever owned,I decided to enter the ODXA annual DX Challenge,held in November.
This was NOT to prove how good a DXer I was(!),but to show hobbyists that
the rather lukewarm praise given in certain quarters,was quite off the
mark as far as the DX capability of the LOWE is concerned.Accordingly,I
spent quite a lot of time at the dial,under poorer-than-average conditions,
but managed to rack up the top score for Canadian contestants,and second
overall.The committee accepted Logs from 139 countries;the top score was
an American listener with 146. (The delta loop suits the HF225 very well)

I was very pleased with this result which
clearly shows that the HF225 is an equal competitor with the top receivers.
It also illustrated the principle that you have to be able to capture a
signal with good AUDIO QUALITY in order to be able to understand the
transmitted speech,for identification purposes.All the "bells & whistles”
controls in the world will not compensate for poor audio;on many modern
communication receivers it is possible to pull out a"signal"with notches,
filters,etc...but the result is a noise rather than intelligible speech.

The vear ended with two good loggings;
"Estereo Carrizal" in Calceta,Ecuador,formerly "La Voz del Rio Carrizal”,
heard several times in previous years;and Radio Nepal on 5005 khz.The
latter had also been heard before,...but this time they verified!

The steady growth of Peruvian stations in the 6 mhz region continued into
1995 .May broadcasters were heard,such as La Voz de San Antonio,Luz y Sonido,
R.Sensacion,R.Huancabamba,R.Cusco,R.San Ignacio..Early in the year came

the Peru-Ecuador border war,and an interesting logging was "Ondas del RioO
Mavo" in northern Peru (see "Lucha Latina" DXO March 1995)

From October I was able to hear the first

authorised broadcaster in the "extended"MW segment of the dial (1600-1700 kh:
which was WJDF Elizabeth N.J. transmitting with half-power (2.5 kW) 1660 khz.
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SUNSET REFLECTIONS.

And so to 1996,as I write this text.A time to think back about the hobby.
Questions surface;Why get into the listening hobby?Well,it is a really
fascinating hobby that can be enjoyed at many levels,and by many different
types of people.Now I must say at once,that I believe there are at least two
different kinds of listening(although they certainly overlap),and it is
likely that a person will be attracted by one or the other.These are:
land.This was certainly my original impetus in the hobby,and of itself it
will stimulate a profound interest in world geography;the addict is likely
to become an expert very quickly.The build-up of a small personal library
on areas of special interest will further extend one's knowledge and also
enjoyment of the DX stations.Books such as the South American Handbook,or
the several such titles about Indonesia come to mind.

Additionally the collecting of verifications(letters,cards,pennants)will
give the listener years of enjoyment,though it must be regrettably stated
that this aspect is becoming more difficult.

tuned to the more high-power stations which can be regularly heard on the
dial.Over the years this side of the hobby has steadily increased,due to
more efficieﬁt broadcasting(high power ,multiple frequencies,and much better
receiving equipment.)I too,listen much more to"programmes"nowadays,than I
ever did in early yvears.The result is a "community"of shortwave fans who
are among the best educated people in the world - no question about that!
In 1996 the SWL (as opposed to the DXer) can study the culture of numerous
countries at the touch of a few buttons!A sub-division of this educational
aspect is language learning and practice.This of course demands a concerted
effort on the part of the individual,but it will pay dividends,and open up
a new world of understanding,friendships,and maybe work opportunities.
There is simply no substitute to listening to the native voice on radio to
"tune" one's ear to the speed and rythm of a foreign language;and this is
so valuable in maintaining one's capability when the language has been

mastered.

— ———— T — T —— — —— T — S W ——— ———————————————— T —————————— ———————————— e —— e ———

Technical knowledge and enjoyment of repair/design/construction forms another

side of the hobby,and this is more likely to be associated with a parallel

development of interest in the"ham bands"..which may lead to a transmitting
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license...who knows ? And to learn correct amateur transmitting operating
proceedures...you have to LISTEN first!

Friendships are another feature of
the hobby which may be under-estimated.It has been said that DXing 1is a
"loners"pursuit,but this need not be the case.Join a National or local
listeners group and you will soon have common ground with new friends.
If you have the opportunity to travel,you can find a friend in most countries
by walking into the offices of a station you heard while in your armchair,
and find new and interestingfriends in foreign parts!A priest in Peru,a
disc jockey in Mexico,a lawyer in Spain,missionaries in Costa Rica, a
journalist in Guatemala...all these personal liasons have been my lot.

Music has always been for me a very
enjoyable feature of shortwave radio.Now of course,classical music does not
come over well in this medium;I mean especially folk music played by small
groups or individuals.You will quickly learn to distinguish the genuine from
the "copy" ("westernised"music of foreign lands)Having got to know the real
thing,then you can search for a cassette or disc of such music for more
complete enjoyment.

The more I think about these many advantages of this
splendid h bby,the wonder is that there aren't so many more"addicts"!!..of
course you md; end up switching off the TV!

WHITHER SHORTWAVE ?

In this time of changing technology the question is being asked in many
guarters.Some are suggesting that the SW spectrum has no future in "normal"
broadcasting(i.e.excluding "Utility" transmissions.)Digital methods and
satellite systems will take over they say.Perscnally I regard this as a form
of "tunnel vision",believing that there is no way in the next 10-20 years in
which SW broadcasters are going to disappear.This is because of economic
factors (cost of new transmitters & receivers,computers etc..)which are too
expensive for Third World countries to adopt in profusion.

What is possible,is the movement of high-power stations to satellite systems
which hopefully would leave the radio dial to local low-power Third World
stations,thus creating a"paradise"for the true DXer!! (One can dream,can't
one!!).Some division like this will probably occur,but to suggest that the
small Latin stations for example,will disappear,is a long way off,I think.
They reach their local"market"very cheaply by comparison with new methods.

Oh,excuse me,I must stop;there's that Bolivian station again.....!
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"P.N.G" - THE MAGIC TARGET OF MANY DXERS!THE DISTANCE AND LOW POWER

HAVE ALWAYS MADE THESE SITES A SPECIAL CHALLENGE,AND THE TYPICAL
"ISLAND RYTHMS"OF THEIR MUSIC HAVE A SPECIAL DX ALLURE!

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND MNEW GUINEA

Denarimen! ol .rnr.nmm.linu .1!1:1'. E:;J'r'u.,-riu-n ﬁnm::{-;.

Radio Sougain-ille

17th December 1969,
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"KARAI BILONG KUMUL"

AN o S04
(urvky. BIP.
apia %ew Luined.

f Ll rHmmission

Phone 73 1723

1.. ' 5 : 3

| UTHERN HiGH:
-h.f'#ﬁ T TTETELONG MURUK) *ﬁeﬁggg""“"-

3 SR e O AT e e

39-10290 L. -
VIENDI. S HP :

Date 01.10.91

—
| DR. TOM WILLIAMSON ‘

738 SNELGROVE ROAD
PETERBOURQUGH ONTARIOQ
CANADA NORTH AMERICA

|
o

Dear Dr. Williamson.

RE: VERIFICATION ‘LETTER:
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TWO LOW POWER ITALIAN STATIONS

Such broadcasters are useful guides
to reception conditions from their
region.The Voice of Europe was heard
on 13665 khz,but is noc longer on the
air.IRRS continues operations 1in the

7 mhz band however.

THE VOICE OF EUROPE
P.O. BOX 26
33170 PORDENONE

INDONESIAN VERIFICATIONS ARE NOT TOO EASY-NOR ARE THE LOGGINGS;BUT
AMBON AND SORONG ARE AMONG THE MORE FREQUENTLY HEARD AND QSL'D STATIONS.

CONFIRMING RECEPTION
OF
RADIO REPUBLIK INDONESIA

Dear Sir

We gratefully acknowledge your report on

STATION _t*itsts wAroRC ocation Irian Jays

FREQ__ 4875 xwuz Time +2.40 - 13.16 GMT,

“REVMARKS. =on 231" Janusry 1980.-
Th- rxpert is ﬂlff-ﬂtlj,
I hepa Tt will W
centinusd in ths fufurs -—
tim~ isnkt it? and tﬁlﬁtn 3 inketor,
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