BONL FRENDY SUCLVAVE CENTER ' IDCFLNTR 166

1 TR L R, ¥ EAE P =l e S A g T O O e aay S s pEms Em g pew gy o ruage e kO Ty S s wmh O S oy s T R T O ke O AT e e

LANTESTINE CORIGR

British Cl-ondestine - Gne=tay Siecfried 1

Probably the most successful of 211 the WW-IT "black" broad-
casters wore a series of stations operated by the Dritish from
Englancd. Several, including the fomous Guestav Sicgfried Rins,
will be discussgsed this montn. Other Dritish clandestines wiil
be treated in subsequant issues.

Ihe DBritish organization responsible ror the clandestine broadcasts was known as
peeial Operations 1 (S0-1}), which got into the game early in the war. Prior to Cctober
9,0, this asgency 1sed two research uniis (RU's),as the secret stations were designatec
OF COVET TIrT089G. ihey were lrooszly eontrolled by SO-1. but most of the work was done
y a group of Gorman exiles. Ons station ealled itself "The Garman Freedom Station,"
nid was a righi-wing operation headed by a former Reichstag deputy of the Germen Centre
‘arty. 1he cthcor wes callsd "3snder de Europaischeon Fevolution,' the Radio of the
aropean Hevesutitn. and was run by a group oi Cerman dMarvists. It was headed by a
mn named Neuocginn, thnugh overall direction came fron a msuber of S0-1, Richard
srossman.,

"The German Freedom Statien,' broadcast on 9,710 ke/s., and began transmissions with
'Achtung . Achiung! Heore is CGermany Caolling! Gerpans, look for the truth! Listen to our
roagceastis. You st realize thal ne whno condemns trhe Hazis necd by no means be an
nenky of Geranny: but he who is z Iriend of the Nazis can never be a truc Iriend of
ermany. Tnls stavicn gonducied what it zaolled '"adwvanced lessons in sabotage through
Jdie raglo waves,'" Ior worTikers in the Keleh's irdustrizl areas,

Tne delt-iecning Bacio of the Europzan Revorution broacdcast from 7 g.m. to 7 p.m.

r 9,615 ke/s. It anpeuled to workers to shake olt' the Fascist yokeand preached a
toctrine of Europeznn commanity, good will and Marxisco.

In Cetoozr 1940, BritZzsh "plocol" onoralions took on a new leook, one which mnde them
itand out ITon the rest of ine clandestine vropaganda stactions of trhe wer. The rcason
‘or the new annroach, largely, was the appearance of & new head of SO0-1, Seftson Delmer.

Deizar was an expericncsc journazlist who had grown up in Germany, spoke ihe languacs
luent.y and rac aczess tu cetailed reports ol ccenditircns within the Reich f'rom Britiskh
antelligencs, reports cf bomter crews and captured Germzn personnci. ror the years the
itatinn was operating, and in foci, until 1962 wnen [elmer wrote a book of his wartime
yperientes, thne troject remainec a closely keul seczret.

Delmer was born in Beriin in 1904, son of an hustralisn prolessor who lectured at
erlin University. He 1zt Ooroany in 1917 but returrcd ion years later as & free—lanco
ournatist. At tne war's start he returnad to Londen znd in lutie 1940 beweme directer
i’ 50-1. He is now cltic: zoreign affairs reporier for the London Daily Express and as
ccently as 1952 hs Jcztured the U.S. army's Psychologicel WarYare Scheoi, Ft. Dragg,
ewey On kis activities with propagands broadeasts.

Thne new twist of Delmer's was what ne reiferred to =s '"psychological jude,™ exploitin
e impetus of the ercry’s own ideclcgical preaching to tTurn it agafnst him. One other
reak With prorogands tradition initiasted by Lelmer was that the clandestine station
hould not scurnd as thouzh it was directed to tne geonersl vublic. He recalled the way
= had scmatimes round himzelf listeninz to the saity conversatilons oI ships! captoins
alxing over ihe redirtalenhone at sea. He dutendew to mexe the German listensr believe
e Was ecviscoTrenuing in much the soie sense on ruodis tolk rov jntsnasec I'cr his ears,

As he twidclied *the karps of nis sct, Ze would svddeniy r'ind himsell tunec in to what
cunded 1i.m tne sicozls wreldiz of o clandestine xmilitery oroanizgation sgnding cyphero:n
nstructlons e scersT cells oll over occuvled Eurepe. In Totweon CyLrnsr nessages, o
1e~harc of the old rruzsian scheol world use the transmitter 1o give mempsrs ol ths
umposad organlzetion his cnvstic and selacisusly ounspokin visws of what was going on——
iews which. wizile beixng spizsd viih wlenty or insids irlcroation, would show hin as
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ITESTIHE CORNFR {Contimed) - Delmer says, "To add speclal irony, 1 decided that the
Jess leader should pe intrcduced os ‘der chef,' the chief. For this was the title
/hich I had hecrd the members of his immediate sxtcurage refer to Hitler as I trawvelec
nd Germany with him in 1932, and the station itsell we would call 'Gustav Siegtiried
;,1 G3-1, signalers German icr our 'George—Sugar-One? —— and leave it for the listen-
-5 decide what these cabzlistic initials signified. Did they ne Ceheinsender 1,

rret tracsmitier 1): or Generalstab 1 (general staff 1l); or perhaps as ons stafl

ser suggested, Gurkensalat 1 (cucumber salad 1)? I had no idea, nor d&id amyone else.
we were soon to hear the most intriguing theories being reported back to us irom

1eny and elisevhere sbroad.” , .

S-1 went on the air May 23, 1941. The leading character, deT chef, was played by
. Paul Sanders. an ex-mysiery writer who had lived in Germany antil 1938, and who was
yehed to a Dritish ormy Picneer (Engineer) Corps unit. Studlios were in a brick house
‘he littie Bedfordshire village of hspley Guise. The first transmissicn began very
:riy with der chet annsuncing his coll and clctating some code signals:

"Here is Custav Siegfried EZins. Here is Gustav Siegfrizd Eins," the voice repeated
sbout 45 seconds. Lnd then, "Colling Gustav Siegiried Achtzeln (1z), here is a mess-
for Gustav Sicgfried fchizehn..."™ Than followed a messoge 1N number code. 1T was
e high grade cyuher and when broken by the heich Centrzl Security Office, as 1t was
:nded to be, resd, M&iiy mocst Jomhen Friday, row iive, parguet stulls, second
“ormance, Union Ticster." IDelmer says, "I Ionaly imaginoed leather coated LGestono
-s attending every cne of the hundareds o Unlon Theater cinemas on the ldok out for
v ané Jochem." Then in voice anaouncement Iollowed a transmission attacking varlous
=7 underlinzs, sucrh oo Himmiler and Nazi lawor cusr Fritz Sauckel.

The Custav Clegrried Eins station also aimed its blows at the weak 1ink in the AXis,
ing German sscistance fto the "weak sister Italisns® was a waste of men and materiel.

Italien forces irn ifrica were scathingly referred te as tne tmacareni front.*

The succecs of tnis stetion in keeping its true identity a secret is apparent, even

in studvirg comments by Dritish and American suthors, written in the early 1940's.
One author said he had information that the station was really German and was
rated by associates of Rudolf Hess, a Nazi leader who hoved to make peace witn
1and and form an anelo-Terman alliance against Russia. Another writer said, "& neutr:o:
-rrant in close touch with members of the Nazil party has assertcd tnat Station Gustav
2fried Eins is located in Germany, that 1s whereabouts are known to the Gestapo,

na* its overators cecunt be orrestsed because the power behind them is a figure so
~inent that his dicgrace would cause a disasisrous ushaaval on the home IrOnt. This
cre is, of course, Hermanu Goering {heo? of the Luftwafie) .M |

For an interval sigrcl, GS5-1 used the second line of an 1¥th century folk song by
wig Holty, pleyed on an out-of-tune pianc. The I11irst bars of the scng were used as
interval signal by the Reich's owvn Deutschlandsernder anc GS-1's signature tune
ply answercd back with the next notes. This remalned cer chef!s interval signal for
s 18 months of Gustav Siegiried Eins' existance.

Such goed Teacilon was cbtaimed from the broaacasts of this station that the Dritish
ame worried their American allies would believe tnere really were internal trictions
ween the Nzozi party znd the army and that this alone would bring Germany to iis knees.
President Franilin Rocsevelt was tcld the story of GS-1's deceptuion. Unfortunately,

news was socia 2il over Washington.

Wwith the station's value now on the line, it was cGecided thati der ches would have
naic" and ot the end of Oztober 1943, the station went off the =2ir as the chiel was
uzht by the Gestuzo a2t last.™

But this Tinal broadenst resulied in the only bed slip of the stotionis carecr, for

L5

L FREDY _ _ _ _ — — _ — — . _SHORTWAYE CENTER . _ _ _ ._DECmEIR 60

)

died twice. ©Deolmer cuplained it thus: "4 transmitter enginecr, knowling no Cerman
cnawere ni the rinc’ rature of the broadecast -- cozplete with Tolimy gum salvo and
S8, t..gro you, you svinelv.. went thronsh his usual roeutine and repeated tne
~T2ing an hour atter tte broadcast thét was supposed to be w0 ecrnisi''s last.
<unately, I never heord it. I have never mod anvene else who A"
(Diges ted Iyom "The Histery o .1 .lestinc Radic Uderations,”
., IXplorer Radio association publicaticn.)




