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The history of the 20th century includes many landmarks in electronic communications. 
The time to hear this history directly from the people who lived it has passed. When the 
rare chance is presented to gain new insights on this history, it is necessary to seize the 
opportunity. Jacob “Jack” R. Poppele is one of those people who contributed greatly to 
the history of radio and television but can no longer tell us his story directly. Jack’s career 
in radio began as a shipboard wireless operator through World War I. After the war, he 
was the chief engineer founding WOR radio in 1922. He remained chief engineer until 
1952 leading an engineering staff of 400. Then he was appointed chief engineer of the 
Voice of America and later remained in electronics for the rest of his life. It is our good 
fortune that Jack documented much of the story of his career and the developments of 
electronic communication in his papers and scrapbooks. This history is now archived 
for all to see at the AWA Museum. This paper provides reproductions of selected papers 
from his scrapbooks and a few photographs of other memorabilia from his collection.

A number of AWA Museum directors 
recently become members of the Radio 
Club of America (RCA). At the RCA 
meetings they became acquainted with 
June and Ginny (Virginia) Poppele, 
two daughters of Jack Poppele. They 
informed the AWA directors that they 
were in possession of a large collection 
of papers and artifacts their father had 
accumulated and saved after his long 
career in radio and television. When 
the Poppele sisters decided the time 
had come to donate the collection to an 
institution to preserve the legacy of Jack 
Poppele, they made arrangements with 
the directors of the AWA Museum to 
transfer the Poppele Collection of mem-
orabilia that documents Jack Poppele’s 

contributions to the development of 
radio and television.

When AWA members travelled to 
New Jersey to pick up the collection, 
they found a treasure trove of books, 
papers, diaries, radios, televisions, and 
other artifacts. Two items immediately 
stood out from the others. The first was a 
collection of approximately twenty large 
scrapbooks maintained by Jack Poppele 
covering his activities and contributions 
in radio and television beginning in the 
1930s. Labels on the scrapbooks such as 
“television 1937” and “FM” just hint at 
the contents. Unfortunately, time has 
taken a toll on these scrapbooks. Glues 
have dried and acids in paper have dis-
colored newspaper clippings, brochures 



54  The AWA Review

Highlights of the Jack Poppele Collection Recently Donated to the AWA Museum

and the like. So, care must to be taken 
when turning each page. This article 
focuses on selected highlights from these 
scrapbooks.

The second item is a Jenkins Model 
201 mechanical television, which was 
one of Jack’s prized possessions. The 
Poppele family’s generosity ensures that 
this rare item will be shared with future 
generations. This particular TV set was 
featured in a TV guide article in 1971. 
A plaque on the front of the television 
states that it is the first television receiver, 
it dates from 1926, and was presented 
to Jack Poppele by Allen B. DuMont, 
the famous television pioneer. In 1928 
DuMont was chief engineer for De For-
est Radio Company. At that time they 
owned the Jenkins Company. Although 
the historical accuracy of the information 
on the plaque can be questioned, the 
“Televisor” is a significant artifact from 
the early days of television.

As a mechanical television, before the 
TV picture tube, it used a neon lamp to 
convert the picture signal into flickering 
light. That light is then scanned through 
a spiral of 48 holes in a perforated drum. 
As the drum rotates, the light passing 
through the holes is magnified for the 

Fig. 1. This Jenkins Model 201 “Televisor” tele-
vision receiver, which appeared in a TV Guide 
article in 1971, was owned by Jack Poppele and 
is now on display in the AWA Museum.

Fig. 2. The plaque on the Jenkins Model 201 television receiver indicated that Allen DuMont 
gave Poppele the set in September of 1926. Although the date and claim of being the first tele-
vision are historically inaccurate, the televisor and plaque were in Jack’s collection as far back 
as anyone in the family could recall.
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viewer, who will see a flickering orange 
picture of 48 lines and 15 images per 
second. Jenkins produced a few simi-
lar models, but the technology was not 
ready to replace radio. The company soon 
went bankrupt and surviving sets are 
extremely rare.

The following images are a small 

sample of the historical treasures left to 
us by Jack Poppele and his family. The 
order of presentation is the mechanical 
television given Poppele by DuMont, 
followed by samples of the newspa-
per clippings and other artifacts that 
Jack Poppele selected to include in his 
scrapbooks.

Fig. 3.  The interior of the Jenkins Model 201 differs from the other mechanical televisions of 
its day. The use of a perforated drum to scan the neon tube removed keystone distortion and 
permitted a narrower cabinet.
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Fig. 4. The TV Guide article of July 3, 1971, contains a picture of the very first Jenkins 201 television 
set that was owned by Jack Poppele and recently donated to the AWA Museum by his family. 
Jack is pictured later in the article.
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Fig. 5. Jack Poppele assembled approximately 20 scrapbooks over his lifetime that memorial-
ized his contribution to the history of radio and television. His family recently donated these 
scrapbooks to the AWA Museum library located in Bloomfield, NY.
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Fig. 6. Many ads for WOR appear in the scrapbooks. When WOR received the contract to broadcast 
the World Series, the station placed newspaper ads to promote the broadcast.

Fig. 7. As a method of testing their broadcast range, WOR offered to send these QSL card from 
1937 to all the listeners around the country that sent in a reception report.
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Fig. 8. Poppele was listed as a speaker at the Television Institute. Jack’s perspectives on broad-
casting, as an executive in management and engineering, were highly regarded.
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Fig. 9a. Allen DuMont made the statement on the opposite page that recommending delaying 
the decision on setting the standards for color television.
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Fig. 9b. As RCA and CBS battled over their competing color television systems, DuMont reminded 
the industry that much work was still needed to standardize and perfect black & white television. 
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Fig. 10. Philco Corporation, an early TV manufacturer, also proposed that the FCC delay a decision 
on color TV. Philco published this statement on color TV that was distributed in the industry.
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Fig. 11. As president of the Television Broadcasters Association, Poppele presents a scroll to Lee 
De Forest on the 40th anniversary of the patent on the Audion tube.
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Fig. 12. This is the last page of a letter from Major Armstrong to Poppele and other industry 
leaders. Armstrong wanted licensees to advise the listening public that the only full quality FM 
equipment is that equipment licensed by Armstrong.
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Fig. 13. Before WOR would invest in a television station, they would need to know that the 
technology was ready. This letter to Poppele from RCA informs him that NBC in New York was 
resuming test TV broadcasts.
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Fig. 14. Poppele was often interviewed regard-
ing radio and television. In this interview he 
tells of new developments in electronics, 
including home facsimile. He also describes 
eating a hot dog cooked by an electric stove 
started by a radio signal.

Fig. 15. Jack Poppele’s card shown here entitled 
him to attend the Radio Engineering Show and 
the IRE National Convention held in 1949. The 
Radio Engineering Show of the IRE was similar 
to the Consumer Electronics Show of today.
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Fig. 16. David Sarnoff distributed this letter to industry leaders. Sarnoff’s letter predicted a strong 
future for all types of electronics manufacturing.
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Fig. 17. Poppele was invited to several demonstrations of the two proposed color TV systems. He 
saved a copy of this TELE-TECH publication dated March 1947 reporting on the FCC-sponsored 
color TV demonstrations. The FCC concluded that further development work was needed before 
setting color television standards.
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Fig. 19. After some time passed, WOR received another FCC press release stating commercial 
TV is now ready for the public.

Fig. 18. This FCC press release from the WOR news teletype states that commercial TV was not 
ready for the public. The FCC believes that standards must be set to protect the consumer from 
products that may quickly become obsolete.




