Looking Back

Tom Williamson, 166 Burris St., Hamilton, Ont. L8M 2]8

Looking Back is a nostalgic reflection on the shortwave scene of yesteryears, written from the personal
experience of the author, who has been DXing the shortwave bands for over seven decades.

MUSICAL MEMORIES, Part 3

MOUNTAIN MUSIC

ROM the land of the huayno! The music of the
Andeanworld is centred on the countries of Peru
and Bolivia, especially the former.

This is the territory of the Indian races of Latin
America - well, at least the Indian tribes of these
countries - speaking the typical native tongues of the
Aymara and Quechua peoples. One may occasion-
ally encounter vocal items in their musical repetoire
in these tongues, although the vast majority of the
songs are in Spanish.

Quechuais the language of the Incas and has a long
history, butis notoften heardin song form. There are,

9,000 and 16,000 feet a.s.l., where many people
live and work.

This is on the western side of Bolivia and in southern
Peru, with the famous Lake Titicaca straddling the
border of the two nations.

In former days there was a Bolivian station on 60
metres, CP38 La Voz del Altiplano, which was

of course, many other local
dialects and languages in
Latin America, such as Gua-
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rani (Paraguay especially),
but these are not found in
the Andean regions.

As has been previosuly men-
tioned, the high altitude areas
are where the Indian peoples
are found, and typically,
they have "barrel-shaped"
chests to accomodate the
large sized lungs they need
to cope with the low oxygen
levels found in the moun-
tains. The "altiplano"is a dry,
plateau-like region between
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heard occasionaly. | must
say, however, that | associ-
ate this style of music more
especially with Peru, not the
least for the typical melody
and dance known as the
huayno. Once you have
heard the characteristic "yip-
ping" sound of the perform-
ers, you will easily recognize
the melodic music. Andean
music is so VERY DIFFER-
ENT fromthe coastal "musica
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tropical” that they might almost be from
different continents! Personally | enjoy
both, but each type has its own fans.

To western ears, the Andean music can
be described as "haunting”, oreven sad,
but it is certainly beautiful. One English
pop song - | can't rememer the title -
was popularized by the Swedish group
ABBA. It is widely known as EI Condor
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Pasa, characterizingthe flightofthe huge [ ha :

Andean eagle of that name.

Today it is easier to hear Andean music
than the tropical type, because there is
no shortage of Peruvian stations (but [
they come and go like mushrooms!) and

quite a few Bolivians.
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is too "countrified" or "peasant
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of the culture, or including

(Sud América) on shortwave.
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Probably the most famous and beloved of the Peru-
vians was Radio Quillabamba, located in the town

Sound Sample - if you are re

music", so they try to "jazz it up",
addinginstruments thatare not part

politi-

cal themes in the vocals. It is still
easiest to hear the real folk music

ading

this on your computer, click the

authentic and some less so.

of that name and a target for DXers because of its

beautiful music and lovely pennant. Frequently - at

least in the past - they
broadcast many huay-
nos.

Radio Cuzco is another
one with frequent ex-
amples of this music
style. Bolivian stations
also may be a source
of these melodies, but
in my experience, their
musical fare is more
varied.

Ifyou become addicted,
be aware that it is not
easy to find genuine
huayno music on CDs.
There seems to be a
tendency among the
marketers of such folk
music, to think that it
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link below to hear Huaynos music - probably both
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