Philately and Cable & Wireless

by

Jerry Berg,
jsberg(@rcn.com

Cable & Wireless, the British overseas telecommunications company, played a “behind the
scenes” role in connection with a number of shortwave targets of the past. Years ago they were the
transmitter operator for the Seychelles Broadcasting Service and the Aden Broadcasting Service.
They have also carried special programming for various broadcasting stations, e.g. weather reports
from Turks Island, cricket matches from Barbados, and broadcast programming from Jamaica and
Bermuda. They are probably best known for the Radio St. Helena day broadcasts. It appears that,
in the case of Kenya, Cable & Wireless station VQ7LO openly carried out the full responsibilities
of station operation from the early 1930s to 1959, when the Kenya Broadcasting Service took over.
They were listed in the World Radio Handbook under their own name (see 1957 ed., below). It may
be the only case where Cable & Wireless operated as a traditional “broadcaster.”

CABLE AND WIRELESS LIMITED.

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND.)

Cables :—
“EMPIREGRAM,” NAIROBL
Call Sign: “7. L. 0.

‘Telephones: —2549 (Kabete), 2047 (Kenyaradio),
2813 (Ngong Road).
P. O. Box No. :—777.
NAIROBI, KENYA COLONY.
our rer, . CAB/578,

Your Ref. :—

50th June, 1936.

R.E.Kravutske, Esq.,
2nd Battalion Head quarters,
11th Field Artillery,
Sakofield Barracks,
Honoluylu,
Hawaii.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter, we have pleasure in
confirming your reception of our short-wave broadcast
transmission. The details which you give agree entirely
with our records.

Our transmission times, expressed in G.M.T., are as
follows:—

Monday 1045 -1115 1630 - 1930
Tuesday 1045 -11156 1330-1430 1630-1930
Wednesday 1045 -1115 1630 - 1930
Thursday 1045-1115 1330 -1430 1630-1930
Friday 1045-1115 1630 - 1930
Saturday - - 1600 - 2000
Sunday = = 1600 - 1900

We trust you will continue to derive entertainment
from our programmes.

Yours faithfully,

/ 4/ &

=
o

for Manager.

* KENYA X%

Local Time: 3 h ahead of GMT. — Languages: English, Hindustani:

KENYA BROADCASTING SERVICE

Conducted by Cable and Wireless Ltd. under license from Govern-
ment., The Department of Information is responsible for all broadcasts
to Africans. (East African Broadcasting Service).

CABLE AND WIRELESS BROADCASTING SERVICE ({Priv.).
ADDR.: Cable and Wireless Ltd. P.Q.Box 777, Nairobi. Cable:
Empiregram. - L. P.: Man.: K.G.Rogerson. Dir. Progr.: Richard
Coltart. Chief Eng.: W, H. L Stephens.

HOME SERVICE: YQ7LO ©

Hindustani:

863 ke/s 439.2 m 3.5 kW: 10.00-11,00, 15.45-18.30.
3315 - 9050 - 3 - : [5.45-18.30.

6060 -~ 49,50 - 3 - 1 10,00-11.00.

English:

683 kefs 347.6 m 5 kW: 03.30-05.00, 10.00-11.00, 15.00-20.00.
4885 -~ 6141 - 5 - :03,30-05.00, 15.00-20.00.
7240 —~ 4144 - 5 - :10,00-11,00.
N. BBC rel.: 04.30, 16.00, 18.00. Local N., Weatherrep.: 16.10, 18.15.
ANN.: “This is the Cable and Wireless Broadcasting Station, Nairobi,
calling vou on wavelengths of,..”, VER. by letter. Postage desirable.

Cable & Wireless has been the subject of
some interesting philately. There are a
number of postage stamps, first day covers
and the like commemorating various events
in Cable & Wireless history, or picturing
Cable & Wireless facilities and ships. We
display some of these in the following

pages.
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Mr. H.F. Carey,
12/14, Church Street,
Basingstoke,

Hants.,

England.

Stamp to the GIBRALTAR __
definitive SHIP series

BARBADOS CELEBRATES

! $871-197 TELECOMMUNICATIONS N BARBADOS | 1672972 TELECOMMUNCATIONS IN BARBADOS

MCHUNT MESERY TROPOBPERIC SCATTER STATION

parbados 5(1¢

BY CABLE AND WIRELESS

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER The Crown Agents Stamp Bureau, 4 Millbank, London SW.1.



FIRST DAY COVER

&

50th Anniversary of

Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Limited
Saint Lucia 1938-1988




BERMUDA

TELEGRAPH OFFICE
g o

CABLE & WIRELESS TELEPHONE LINK
FIRST DAY COVER, SEPTEMBER 14, 1947
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AYYSYIAINNY 1SHId
COMMEMORATING BERMUDA / TORTOLA

Crown Agents Stamp Bureau
4 Millbank

London S.W.1

1890 - 1990

CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF WORLD
COMMUNICATIONS FOR BERMUDA

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER
RELEASE DATE: 18 OCTOBER 1990



Seychellles B B

4 Sevehelles

CENTENARY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Commemorating a Century of Service |
in Seychelles 1893-1993

CABLE & WIRELESS |

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER
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— CENTENARY OF CABLE & WIRELESS___

ASCEN 310N ISLAND ASCENSION ISLAND

L CS CAMBRIA 1910

£1 .50

5
csseme

LAYING THE SHORE END OF THE , AAR 20 . g
FIRST CABLE INTO ASCENSION ISLAND' -

AT LONG BEACH FROM THE CS SEINE % s
VIA THE CAPE & ST HELENA 1899.




ST HELENA

BAH RAIN

POSTAGE A2y
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BEHMUDA'TUF%OLA CABLE & WIRELESS
H E1

“SEPARATION” (above center) refers to the secession of Anguilla from St. Kitts & Nevis in 1980.
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