Radio Stamps Make Rare Collection

Postal authorities throughout
the world have marked the rise

of radio in rare stamp issues

TAMP collecting has come a long way
from the old-fashioned system of as-
sembling stamps according to country and
issue. “Topical eollecting,” a new trend In
this ancient hobby, picks out stamps on a
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.‘; First transatlantic

radiosignal, broad-
cast from Cornwall, was
received by Marconi at
this tower overlooking
the Newfoundland coast.
Now a historic landmark,
the tower was pictured
in this memorial stamp
issued in 1928. Spanning
ocean by "wireless'' gave
rise to marine radio,
ending ages of dreaded
isolation for ships at sea.
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S e e e EY Paris rooftops sprouted antennas when TV came to France.
The Eiffel Tower, like the Empire State Building in New Yerk,
makes an ideal antenna mast for the city and its surroundings.
With more than 800 lines, French TV boasts the world's best pic-
ture quality. The 1955 postage stamp (above, right) symbolizes
TV signals radiating over Paris skyline. Guatemalan stamp (above,
left) marks introductien of radio-telegraphy in South America.

specific theme, such as flowers, horses, med-
icine, or what have you.

Herbert Rosen, whose business is radio
and whose hobby is stamps, combines the
two in a unique collection of stamps pic-
turing nearly every aspect of electronic
communications. Starting with the scien-
tists whose discoveries cleared the way for
modern electronics, his collection takes us
right through the current spread of TV to
various countries of the world.

Part of this collection has been published
in a book titled Radio Philatelia (reviewed
in our April, 1956, issue). Mr. Rosen kindly
gave us permission to reproduce some of
his rare stamps.

The hundredth anniversary of electric communications in Turkey, from the first
use of wire telegraphy (1855) to modern radio, is celebrated in this 1955 stamp
(left, below). The French stamp at its right illustrates early military ra-
dio, showing the antenna of the desert fort Sebha in the African colonies.
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Argentina's mail offers 'spoken letters” recorded on discs.
Special "Fonopostal'' stamp is issued for this unique service.

POPULAR ELECTRONICS
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With the outbreak of ; W i

the Second World ¢ :' i d

War in 1939, military ra- » 5

dio suddenly burst into ¢ &

prominence. This special ' o

set of German stamps : g

features pictorial motifs g : :

of ground-based army Beccess st ossesansses s

signal service. Note sche- i - -

matic of tuned circuit at
lower right. Primitive an-
tennas on stamps are a
tar cry from the highly
advanced but then-secret
designs actually used.
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Of all the Oriental countries, Japan was the first to take a serious inter-
est in Western science. Having introduced broadcasting as early as
1925, Japan celebrated the 25th anniversary of its radio service in 1950
by a special stamp issue contrasting an old-fashioned microphone with a

recent model patferned after American designs. Japan's radio is
<& noted for high-quality transmissions as well as excellent programs.
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<y Hungarian stamp (above, left) pictures the unsung heroine of all
electronics: the patient, unknown worker who assembles the equip-
ment. Spanish stamp (above, right] marks 25th year of Radio Barcelona.
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l+alians took to television (right) with 'l'vp'l-’ ; : : B i
cal gusto when their network finally reached Ea o :5;; -
all the main regions. Transmitters were designed # Br B 4
with special radiation patterns fo jibe with heavy ; A =:“- v
population areas. Stamp at far right shows ! o T o
Monaco, whose powerful radio station perches . o
atop a mountain overlocking Monte Carlo and } it i
the sea. One of Europe's few commercial sta- » | iy it
tions, it can be heard throughout the Mediter- | | 5: ; :
ranean area and recently formed the hub of # ‘ 1
broadcasting activities connected with the wed- ; i 2 .
ding of Grace Kelly and the Prince of Monaco, * . ot
TV service has now been added. : 2 .
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