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It is hard to imagine a standard broadcast station with a better public relations program
than Winnipeg station CKY, whose signal hit the air on March 13, 1923 (earlier if you count
experimental broadcasting).  The station was owned by the Manitoba Telephone System.  On
December 11, 1928, as part of a CKY power increase, its old 500-watt transmitter was put to
work at a new Manitoba Telephone station, CKX, in Brandon.  Both stations closed in 1948 in
connection with the founding of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation.

A surviving part of CKY-CKX promotional efforts are these “cinderellas” (stamps or
labels issued for non-postage purposes) which the station made available starting in 1940.  The
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stamps were announced in August of that year in the CKY-CKX monthly publication, Manitoba
Calling.  They focused on outdoor activities that could be enjoyed by visitors to the province.

The first issues of Manitoba Calling appeared in 1937, and for eleven years it presented
extensive coverage of all things Manitoba–the station, its history, programs and personalities;
letters from listeners; the radio world in general, including radio well beyond Manitoba; cultural
events and historic places throughout the province–all in a friendly style that made you want to
visit, and to listen to CKY-CKX when you were there.

Thanks to the americanradiohistory.com website, copies of Manitoba Calling from March
1939 to the final issue, June 1948, are available online.  They are a wonderful record of broad-
casting during that period, and of a thriving station-listener relationship.  You will enjoy perusing
them.

We have extracted, and placed on the  pages following pg. 4 below, the Manitoba Calling
entries that referenced the CKY-CKX stamps.  The stamps were released to listeners in two
groups of four stamps each, the first group in the summer of 1940 (August), the second group the
following winter (January 1941).  These are the eight stamps shown above on pg. 1.

There is a small mystery with regard to these stamps.  The two particular stamps shown in
the August 1940 Manitoba Calling announcement–one depicting a fisherman “in action,” the
other displaying a map of Manitoba–do not normally appear with the eight stamps that still
surface from time to time.  What is the story behind these two stamps?  

A partial answer is found in R. G. Lafrenière, Field Guide to the Cinderella Stamps of
Canada (Montreal, PQ:  Bird Bear Press, 2d ed., 2015).  Lafrenière shows 12 CKY-CKX stamps
in all:  “the eight” shown on pg. 1 above, plus four others:  the “fisherman” and “map” designs in
the August 1940 Manitoba Calling announcement, a third stamp with a canoe-and-rapids design,
and a fourth stamp depicting a beach scene.  All 12 bear a CKY-CKX “bullseye logo,” although
the exact designs of the bullseyes vary somewhat; and “the four” also contain the words, “A New
Vacation Thrill,” which “the eight” do not.

The August 1940 Manitoba Calling announcement says that the Manitoba Telephone
System, owner of CKY-CKX, had been using these promotional stamps on its outgoing mail, and
had already distributed thousands to various Manitoba offices and private citizens.  But now the
stamps were being offered to the general public.  My guess is that with heightened demand, the
seldom-seen first set, i.e. “the four”–the “fisherman” and “map” stamps in the August 1940
announcement, plus the “canoe-and-rapids” and “beach” stamps–were used for a while, and then
replaced by “the eight.”  That would explain their scarcity.

Also shown below (the last page of the PDF) is coverage of these stamps in the August
1941 “Poster Stamp Bulletin,” a publication of the National Poster Stamp Society of Chicago. 
This coverage is referenced in the October 1941 issue of Manitoba Calling (next to the last page
below).  The National Poster Stamp Society looks like it was the alter ego of the Poster Stamp
Publishing Co. (same Chicago address), which was most likely the publisher of the stamps
themselves.
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There were two other CKY stamps of note.  One, at left, is a
green-and-red stamp of the station’s own design, with the call
letters CKY, “Winnipeg,” and “Manitoba’s Own Station” in red,
and “Manitoba Telephone System” on the green banner.  I don’t
know just when this stamp was issued, but its similarity to EKKO
stamps suggests that it was in the 1920s, when EKKOs were at the
height of their popularity.

In March 1941, CKY-CKX issued another stamp–a sticker,
actually–which is shown below.  It is a two-sided design, intended
to be affixed to the windshield.  It is about 3-3/4 inches square, and
it featured the flags of both Canada and the United States,
“symbolical of the friendship of our two democracies and indicative
of our respect for a good neighbor,” as the March 1941 issue of 
Manitoba Calling put it.

It appears that the stamp program came to an end with Pearl Harbor.  Issues of Manitoba
Calling from that time on focused on wartime activities, both military and civilian, and paint a
highly readable picture of the province’s place in the war effort.

~~~~

Special thanks to Jeff Brigham, Librarian, Spellman Museum of Stamps & Postal History,
Regis College, Weston, Massachusetts, and his Toronto correspondent, the Harry Sutherland
Philatelic Library, Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foundation, for their help in
preparing this story.
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And here is a CKY QSL from 1924.
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