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"when it occurs that your report to them was as much a thrill to them
as hearing their programming was for you, well....that's dynamite'™ says ,
Ralph W. Perry of Euless, Texas.

"My QSL collection has moved with me three times already and would
certainly go with me again if I should move from my present home," declares
William S. Sparks, the 3an Francisco lawyer.

"To me, QSLs are an essential part of the hobby because they provide
something tangible for my DXing efforts,” writes Jerry Berg, another DXing
attorney from Lexington, Massachusetts.

*1 am proud of QSLs and I use my collection to illustrate my point of
view that neither tape recordings nor any other substitute can replace them,"
explains Prof. Richard Z. Wood of Saudi Arabia, who uses JSLs in teaching.

Gerry Dexter, the Lake Geneva, Wisconsin DXer who has the incredible
total of more than 1200 stations verified, compares JSLs to family photo
albums. "How often do you get it out and look at it? Not very frequently, I
suspect. But there's no way you'd trade them and you're glad they exist. I
. think it's the same way with QSIs.”

“If we were to leave Hillsdale, Missouri, there's no question but what
I'4d take my QSLs along,” informs Marlin A. Field who specializes in religious
verifications which 2 college is Interested in for a permanent collection.

"1'1l keep QSLs with me during moves,” declares John Campbell, Okehampton
pevon, U.K. "For disposal via a will, I'll try to find a good museum with
interests in collections devoted to radio."

"QSLs to me are not 'unwept, unhonored and unsung'--they, to me, are
important reminders of stations heard in the past,” adds Bill Matthews of
Columbus, Ohio.

John J. Moritz, Jr., the Youngstown, Ohio shortwave columnist and
former editor sums 1t up: "As far as QSLs go, they remain dear to my heart
at all times. The main point is that QSLs, perhaps more than anything else
in this hobby, are and remain a personal achievement."

The above opinions came to me as the result of a questionnaire I sent
to a group of DXers whom I knew by reputation to have outstanding collections
of QSLs. What I was seeking specifically was their answers to the question,
"After the challenge and thrill of obtaining that verification is over,
what part does your QSL collection play in your DX life from then on?" I
wanted to know whether they ever looked at them as time passed and what they
thought would happen to their verifications eventually.

My respondents answered all these questions, but they went beyond them
for other information and comments about verifications that caused me to
enlarge the title of this article to, "The Mystique of the QSL". -

For me, and I hope for other DXers, it explains a lot about QSLs and
tells me, for instance, why it is that during a year when I sought no
verifications, my interest in the hobby generally waned., It seemed to me
that reproducing the views of these expert JSLers in some length would be
valuable. And please note! Not one of these verie seekers talks about them
"proving™ his reception. Other facets of QSLing interest them more.

Let's run down their views in detail....
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RALPH PERRY: "In my opinion, to DX but not to QSL is to marry but not have
children. It is the second greatest satisfaction in the hobby (the first
being experienced in those fleeti moments when one knows he is hearing
something unique, has found something absolutely new, 1s the first on a
new station). To make tangible an intangible experience seems to me the
most human of responses to our hobby.

I enjoy crafting the very best report possible, one which I hope will be
a true source of enjoyment to those on the reading end at the station I've
just heard. They've given me real joy via their transmission and it only
seems appropriate that one should attempt to return some of the same their
way.

My enjoyment of QSLing has increased immeasurably since I got off the
country-chasing treadmill, when I finished logging what was possible. NHow
my reports go solely to new DX stations, usually LAs. I have about 750 stations
QSL'd on SWBC, 215 HIC on the NASWA list. Of these, 45 are Indos, 1 a
Brazilian and about 500 are LAs. Of these, 54 are Peruvian, 43 are HCs and
Bolivia and Colombia have 35 each.

My aporoach to QSLing has been greatly influenced by personal visits
to stations in Latin America and Indonesia. At some of these poorer operations
I was distressed to see the quick slam-bang xeroxed form-letter “send me a
QSL™ type of reports. At most DX stations, which by definition are low-powered
locals, foreign reports are not particularly wanted or sought. So these types
of arrogant reports really hit the heights of offensiveness.

I try to make my report something the station personnel will want
to answer. I was most amused, and at the same time dismayed, Ian
McFarland's mini-series over Radio Canada's DX show, dealing with reporting
standards. He said 10 minutes is the absolute minimum for a report!
Ten minutes:!?!? If one is keeping such a close watch on the clock and
is that anxious to 'get off the frequency', please don't bother the station
with your worthless report. A report should last for as long as one can
hear a station and take down details of interest."

BILL SPARKS: "My QSL collection starts back in 1934 and goes to 1939 when
I drooped out of serious DXing for college and over four years in the Army.
Then it picks up again in 1962 up to the present. Currently I have 756
SWBC, as defined by NASWA, stations verified, While I don't consider that
I specialize in any particular area, my favorite QSLs and the area I work
the hardest on, is Indonesia where I now have 64 verifications.

I keep the QSLs in albums similar to photo albums-and try to keep
everything segregated by countries as closely as possible, I have separate
albums for Europe, Africa and the Pacific. Because of the large number QSLed
from the Americas and Asia, I have more than one album for these.

I have the Indonesians in a separate album plus a very large album for
the balance of Asia and the Middle East. I have another very large album
for Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, a separate album for the balance
of South America and two albums for North America (one for Cuba, Canada,
Mexico and the U.S. and the other for Central America and the Caribbean.)

I don't spend a lot of time going through the albums. I frequently
review an album when I am putting a new QSL into it. The main time the albums
are in use is when I have a visiting DXer who is interested or even a
casual visitor who is not a DXer but interested in seeing them after seeing
all the pennants on the wall.

My QSL collection has moved with me three times already and would
certainly go with me again if I should move from my present home. However,
I have never given any particular thought to what I would want to have
happen to them in the event of death. I can't see why anyone would really
want or have any use for another’'s QSLs other than an immediate member of
the family."

(To be continued next month)
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Editor: John C. Herkimer, 3233 East Avenue, Caledonia, NY 14423

For those who wondered, that was the real Charlie L. last month. Since
nis much-heralded exodus to Tibet some years ago, 'ol CL has remained
silent....until now'! Thanks to Charlie's intermediary (who shall remain
nameless), CL will be with us again, here in SWC, on a semi-regular
basis, to enlighten (and humble) us. Need I say more? Great to have you
back!

The Mystique
of the QSL by alsizer wmzmsaw= |

1
Tt de vos rbeaitats, !

last month nine DXers, whose reputation for outstanding QSL collections
is well known in the hobby, began to outline their views on why they seek
verifications, how they handle them, how they use them and what future
they may have. We continue with their opinions in detail....

JERRY BERG: "I have never counted the exact number of QSLs in my collection
but 1t 1s in the neighborhood of 750. To me they are an essential part of
the hobby because they provide something tangible for my DXing efforts.
Whether they are "full data" or something much less, they constitute a
permanent record of my hobby activities.

Unlike a sterile entry in a logbook, a QSL represents a 'live' contact
between station and listener, a brief exchange between two cultures and
a recognition that listener and station each appreciated the other enough
to take part in the contact. That is basically how I view my QSL collection
as a vehicle for looking back on the countless hours of seeking out new
stations and for remembering briefly the excitement of hearing this or
that new one. ;

From time to time I will leaf through an old QSL album and recall
with satisfaction a particular logging or a particular period during my
hobby involvement.

QSLs are a useful reminder that DXing is not static, that the stations
and even the countries available to be heard are changing all the time.

No one can look back on @QSLs from Angola, Goa, Katanga or Panama without
both satisfaction at having been around to hear them and a little regret
at not having gotten into the hobby even earlier.

A relatively small gap between stations reported and QSLed also
evidences one's own commitment to sending concrete and verifiable reports,
a happy reminder that you must be doing something right.

Wwhen I entered the hobby 25 years ago I treated QSLs as something to
be displayed, put on the wall, "shown off" etc. but now I view them the
way most people think of ‘'collections', as mementoes to be preserved. While
I never shrink from the opportunity to show them off to others, such
opportunities are relatively few, and in any event I do not believe in
trying to impress others with things which could be, at best, of only
marginal interest to them. The meaning of a QSL is not transferable to
someone else. You have to have gotten it yourself to appreciate its
significance. e

These days I am concentrating on QSLing Latin American stations,

a specialized area I neglected for a long time due to the lack of time
and the lure of numerous other, more easily verifiable stations. :

After verifying most available countries, however, you take any
target of opportunity that comes along. Whether it's a relatively easy
to hear station like WRNO or a new high-powered relay site, or a
low-powered Peruvian or seldom heard Indonesian, or even a pirate, you
just keep listening, writing -and hoping, simply because that's what makes
the hobby- tun for you."
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DR. R;C?&RD E. WOOD: On my QSLs I have to admit they are reclining in a
cellar in . Louls; I didn't bring them here because of the weight limit
I faced. I had a heap of books piled up, ready to bring, and they included
a few of my relatively lightweight QSL albums; but in the end I purchased
an R? to bring here since I understood (correctly) that communications
receivers are not sold in the Kingdom. I also wanted to take my R-1000
and my favorite multilingual (but not Arabic) typewriter. So, many of the
books including the QSL albums had to stay behind.

I keep all my QSLs in card and letter albums and generally throw
them into boxes and drive to the different DX conventions each summer.

I know many DXers who attend the conventions but leave all or most of
their QSLs behind. If they are flying, that is understandable, but if
driving, there seems little excuse. In fact, I often write DX convention
organizers ahead of time and suggest that they urge conventioneers to
bring their QSL albums. I hope to pick up my car and the albums in

St. Louis this June and drive to the ANARC, IRCA, NRC and perhaps other
meetings.

As a teacher of language and cultures, I use the QSLs in my class,
where appropriate, and show them to my students informally. When I travel
in different countries I may take along the veries from there, as a
personal introduction; you can show them at the gate of the Third World
.stations which are often guarded by soldiers, police or private guards.

I am proud of QSLs and I use my collection to illustrate the point
of. view that neither tape recording nor any other substitute can replace
them; in some medium wave circles, in particular, some people boast of
their 'taped veries' and actually compile statistics of such tapes. They
are tapes, all right, but they are not veries; a verification is issued
by the station to the DXer, not by the DXer to himself. A look through
albums should convince people of this distinction.

I have subsequently met a number of the signers of my most exotic
QSL cards and letters; for example, while I was doing field research for
my Ph. D. dissertation on Bonaire, N.A., I found that the si r of my
QSL letter from Radio Espinharas de Patos (the name means 'Dick® by the
way; it is a coastal town in southern Brazil) was now working on the
Portuguese-language staff of TWR there. He instantly remembered my name
and location--he didn't just recognize it when I told him, he spontaneously
‘told me that I was Richard E. Wood and that at the time of the report I
was living in Newcastle upon Tyne (where I started DXing). He then drove
me all over the island on the back of his motor scooter so that I was
able to complete my fieldwork promptly. ,

Could any of that have happened if I had just made a tape recording of
the station, by myself and for myself, when I heard it?"

§§B§1€EEEEEE: "How often do you get out the family photograph album and

00 ugh it? Not very frequently, I suspect. But there's no way you'd
trade them and you're glad they exist. I think it's the same with QSLs.

The albums are there but, no, you don't pore over them very often. It's fun
when a fellow DXer visits and you get your annual or semi-annual view that

- way.
Dispose of them? I have a good idea of what I, personally, will set
up but since it isn't set yet I won't comment on it further. :
I recently passed the mark of 1200 individual SWBC stations QSLed.
They l{! in about 16 binders of 2-inch depth, divided by areas and
countries.”

(T Be concluded naxt month )
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Editor: John C. Herkimer, 3233 East Avenue, Cailedonia, NY 14423

This month....we'll “4nisn il Sizer's excellent arti:cle on verifications,
with comments by some of the hobby's best, and Steve Reinsteln checks

in with another of hia in-denth »rofiles of the latin imerican
clandestine scene, 3tay with us, OK?

ASOCIACION CLUB RADIO CULTURAL AMAUTA
0. &. X. 5 8 - jlron Cabuide No. 378
HUANTA - PRERU

The Mystique
Of the SL by Al Sizer

In this series of three articles, we have b»een relaticz the views
of nine Jutstandinz collectors of (3ls--on why they seek verifications
and how they handle them. In this concluding article we finlah the
rundown:

- IN 2LD: "I ion't know how many J3Ls I have, I count by station.
I nave L3ls from 253 stations in 212 countries, I have a number of Q3Ls
also from the same station; for examole, I try to zet sach ore issued by
HCJ 8.

also, I really bhave two collectioms--(1) 33Ls from all countries, and
(2) 33Ls from religlous broadcasters which are junlicated in Yo, 1 for the
most pars.

My soectialti=2s: (i) Pennants--from 251 stations ia 25 counsries.

(5) Tatin america, andi (C) Reliszious bdroadcasters.

What Jart do R5Ls »lay 4in my DX life? I have tham arganlzed in such a
way that it's 2asy to find what i'm looking for. They're in 21 looseleaf
notebooks by continent, If I want to see an Africam 3L, I look 1z 2y dlack
notebook (sorry, South Africa.) where countries are arranzed alohatetically.

I refer to tne J3Ls occasicpally as well as show them to others once
in awhile, Undoubtedly, I'll be showianzg some of them to our new minister as
he gnent a summper wilith 30J3S apd i3 interested in radilo as a alsslonary
ou treach.

Unfortunately, I don't have all ay verifications ln tooks vet, In the
books I also nave nostal cards, ohotos and stamos I have resceived {rox
station »erscnnel. The nsennants are in sevarate books,

If we were to leave Hillsdale, there's no question but what I'4d take
2y «3Le alonz. The 3illy Jraham Jenter at Wdheaton .olleze, Illinols, has
expressed interest in my religlous collection; therefore, when I no longer
nave a need for 1%, 1t will zo there. Jenter versonnel =2ven sugzested that
¢ misht donate 1t before deatk so that I mizht see now 1t was .sed there,

I've zade no arrancemen: for 2y zeneral 2ollection, There's zore work
that needs to e ione on doth., I ion't «now :ketne- I'11 zet 1t ione bhefore
I retire or not--as I don't know when I1'll res

I also nave J3Ls from 325 AM atations 1in 29 countries,

JO®N MORITZ: "as far as 23Ls 3o, they remain dear to a2y heart at all tizes,
Ihe challenze and excitemen: of finally nalling down a long souzht-after
Peruvian ioces not iimintsn after sutting 1% in your sook. Indeed, 1¢ only
serves as encourazement to 2%t the npext one,

Of course, tals avolies in varyine dezrees %o the irndivijual involved,
t Toes di*ho'* saying that Jerrv DJexter 1s the f{oremost at the zotivasion/
3L zage, He continually “ammers away on a regular wasis, For me, 11 .ls not
hat dezree of insensity, Tut 3till ! have Ty method to keel 2luzsing avay.
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My Q5Ls are orgarized in notebooks, out into clear nazes to allow
viawins of both slides. I have a Dbook for 2ach continent and then separate
200ks for each Latin country, as that remains ay mals area of concentration,

I look at my JSLs seriodically throuzhout a year, They briag back fond
zemories of how and when I finally heard that siation. ¥ore than any
sarticular, they remind pe of when I heard a station.

I sometizes look at them when I need a pick-me-un in a down period of
the hobby. Sometimes I look at them to zet me started on follow=-uds once
azaln. 3ut they still remaln a frierndly reminder of my involvement in
different stages of this hobby. It is interesting to look at ay 5Ls and
think of the early days when I scratched out some details in Zrzlish to a
station, and then, after so many years, think of the zany renorts and thinzs
I sent out to a Latin, orly %o finally receive a verification letter after
two Or three more years.

I suovose the main soint here s thkat (3Ls, oerhaps more than anything
else in this hobby, are and remaln a versonal achievement. i nersonal
reminder.. 4An incentive to do more, Plus, a J5L collection serves as an
enticement to continue during oceriods of ipnactivity in the hobby.

4 number of people have seen ay collection, but I do not zake it a »oint
to bring 1t to conventions or coenly talk about 1t., Azain, 1t remains
versonal to me.,

ihat would I do with 1t? Well, I hove that a7y soz zets involved in
DXing someday and I aizht be atle to vass it along to nim as a reminder of
2arlier stations and times, 2 kxind of historical -ersnective of the rmadio
scene.

2yt more than anythinz, I'm zlad that I have i1t %o look back udon,

It serves as a record of ay DX involvement. Logs and taved I3s are
nlce, but nothinc takes the vlace of that card, or letter and hand palnted
sennant from Radio Andina. QSLs are the icinz on the cake, and they taste
very, very sweet to this DXer,"

) : "Yes, QSLs come cut for recocllection or discussion, usually
with friends interested in DX or aswects of radlo and communications, This
doesn’'t haoven very often at oresent (due to my workload), but mayde things
will %e more relaxed in another 20 years or so,

70 hel» recollections of recention etc. and the narticular vleasure
they zive, I store 33Ls in albums sold ir Zurove to hold first-day covers
in {requency order; 1t helos ae remember the sources of J3M which have rmade
the DX receptions difficult.

For disvosal of J3Ls via a w#ill, I'll try to find a zood museum with
izterests in collections devoted to radio. Zest suct examvles I've seen
80 far are in lew Zealand, but that's rather far away at oJresent,

Total number of L3Ls must be about 1600, asout 70% shortwave and the
rest mostly medium wave, I don't %ry to specialize but I seem to have quite
a few 3Ls from Zuropean 3w oirates. Jther areas where the collection 1is
well develooed are Indonesia and %olitical clarndestines, 3ore zoin%: I've
revorted 6 U.3. pirates from outside North America but only three have
reolied. Correspondinz rate for Zurovean ‘'unofficlal’ stations 1is at least

95%."

G273: "The ISL collection....well, there is absolutely nothinz
lige adding a card or letter from a new country to it, Rezrettadbly, such
adiitions are few and very far a-ar%. Irn the interim 7eriods, I srvy to add
to the collection ty submitticg revorts to staticrs offerinz multicle
desizns for revorters (a la 3Cs3, Radlo Serlir International, Radio Calro, etc.
ikile this 1s not a zood substitute for a new country, 1t helos me %o sustain
my interest in DXing,

<3Ls to me are not 'unweot, unhonored and ursunz'--they, to xme, are
‘zoortant reminders of stations heard in the nast--of the 2 AM 'rise and
shine', of the 3:30 .M fall asleen time ©y the receiver. I can remember
studying in mid-winter {wnile in hizh school and colleze) to the Zrazillans,
of *he high heat of a Pennsylvania summer while listeninz to Radic Iran,
or in early evening to ar interference-free Volce of Turkey.:

I carefully oreserve at .east one JSL ver country, sometimes more
depending on the rarity. Others are maintalined %o look at for the various
desizns that are obtainable. is for showins to otkers, that's an excention
rather than the rule, for I think 1t is only too %rie that *he confirmations
;mean nore to you than to others (esveclally non-CXers.).

If I had to move, they would certalzly accompany me. is far as fthrowing
out, they would te amonz the last thiazs %0 zo. Death? “ell, that's another
zatier., I've alwvays wondered why the stamp c¢ollectors have been able to band
tozether, create vast reference coll2ctions and even establish national
libraries ievoted tc phllatelic naterial, yet we DXers ard 3WLs carnot

estabdbliasn a vermanent zcme for J3Ls when a oerson lesaves the hobby or dles,
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ars and

The sreat alstory of radlo listeuinz 18 in thoase cards and lst?t
there z9o

yet, when an acilve r norter to stations is no lonzer involved,
tqe 33Ls. Ihat's a real shame and shouli not 2e.
3ome sort of a cen;*al Jermanent renository snoull te es:ablished
where at least one of 2ach ityne 2f card and commemorative card (when a
gtasion will commemorate ap occasion by trhe addition of some 5nrase to an
already arinted card) should b»e very carsfully oreserved and catalogued.
Ahen one cannot hear a new country, how ioes one zet any kind of
thrill? +¥ell, try new stations--Latin america is filled with them, Try for
as rmany domes*ic stations as you can hear--the Chinese and Ausirallan
rerlainals. Iry €0 éarm as many 1ifferént SL deslizns as stations offer
(maxe sure the station wants revorts.}). idventist World Radic offers a
special certifizate for 3SLinz the wvarious sites and Irequencies they utill
It's 24 soaces total and 1t tcok about g% years %o compnlete, so it's a0t as

easy as 1% 1izht seem. The challenge of orocazation on that one is almost

Ahcel‘evacle.
I have no exact count of 31Ls esarned over the vears (15 years of

revorting.). My area of speclal interest is, as it has beer, the Far Zast."




