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Regular shortwave broadcasting began in 1923 (KDKA shortwave, 8XS), but shortwave
broadcasting took hold only slowly thereafter, coming into its own mainly in the mid-1930s. 
Africa was not well represented in the early shortwave ether, but Morocco was an exception,
with reports of Radio Maroc on shortwave as early as 1928.

Recently I came across an interesting item on eBay – a typed English translation of a 
French-language form letter and French-language, several-page “information sheet” from the 
Moroccan PTT, which was mainly a commercial traffic station but at times carried the 
broadcasting programs of Radio Maroc, a 2.5 kw. station operating on 416 meters (722 kHz. 
mediumwave).  The translation contains much interesting information about the station.  The 
original letter and info sheet were dated February 2, 1931 (only the translation was for sale, not 
the French-language original).  According to a handwritten note at the bottom of the page, the 
translation had been sought by a DXer whose name, unfortunately, cannot be deciphered.  It was 
then sent along to a Mr. Sessions, who, judging from the “J.B.S.” handstamp at the bottom of the 
page, was surely Joseph B. Sessions, a well-known DXer of the time who lived in Bristol, 
Connecticut.

Lately we have been posting at ontheshortwaves.com some of the QSLs belonging to
David F. Thomas of Proctorville, Ohio, and one of them is a French-language form letter and
information sheet from the Moroccan PTT.  It is dated June 12, 1931, and it appears to track
almost perfectly the English translation of the February 2 letter and info sheet.  I detect only a
few differences.  (1) The wavelength given in the February English letter and info sheet as 23.80
meters became 23.38 meters by the time of the June 1931 French letter and info sheet.  (2) The
first two paragraphs and all but the last sentence of the third paragraph in the February English
info sheet are absent from the June 1931 French version, the organizational changes referenced
therein having apparently already taken place by June.  (3) The transmitter powers are given as
7.5 kw. (telegraph) and 5 kw. (voice) in the February English info sheet, while the slightly later,
June French version gives the power as 15 kw. and 8 kw. respectively.  On the last point, the
English info sheet, from February, also expressed an intention to increase power to 15 kw.  The
June info sheet does not mention this, that goal having apparently already been achieved.  Except
for these differences, the two letters appear identical.

The February 1931 English translation is found on pages 2-4 below, and the June 1931
French version of the letter and info sheet is found following page 11.  On pages 5-11 are a
variety of QSLs and cards that have been received from the Morocco station over the years. 
These are arranged chronologically.
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