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Eere nt last was our great opportunity. Here was news to
give them which had the ring of solid truth, news which would
strengthen thelir hopes and feed the fires of thelr cmzrage.

I tried to put myself in their position, though it was almost
Imposeible to imaysine thelr situation. In rumenia, Bulgarisa,
é‘ugaalaﬂa, Greece and Albanis, o congtant aiveam of German news.
and propagands was belng poured out. That was sll they could listen
%c; alﬁhaugﬁ they knew it was hopelesaly garbed., Dr,0cebbels had

an eaay Jjob. 80 lems a8 ithe war went the Serman ways he oould even
afford to tell s good measure of fruth, concealing only the minor
a&%haaka which the German army bad up to then encountersd,

~ We knev that the Balksn countrics were natenmg to the B.B.C.s
upon which they placed their sole confidence, From this source at
any yate they xoam ge‘% 8 fair picture of the awrw pf the war., 1
But st what unimaginable ricks! The penalty for belng caught
ligtening to London was, as iike m m‘h,i&aﬂ‘m ~ or at the least some
barbaprous form of torture, and 1 ¢ in some ghastly
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Yaa, Erq Mhbals haﬁ aﬁ @asy 3@‘3 zzg ts @e ana of the North

‘the Balkan gaqmtﬂg rm}.y m ‘look m% of their windows
AN %rcmpﬁ in ‘kheir atr%@’ﬁm

Propaganda is simple enough when you are wimning, and when you
are in a position to prevent people from hearing any news except that
ﬁiﬁt you yourself put out, save under the extremest yeru to life

self.

. All '&mu@ the war so fzw, we had m:z 1ittle enough with which
to fortify and encourage the resigiance movemenis in these ocoupied
countries, Vamie mesaages of comfort are very littlie use to a man
who constantly hears the ring of Jackboots on the pavenent, who
shudders with terror at every knock on his door, who is liable any
moment ‘o be taken and shot without resson and vwithout merey. I¥ he
i8 to risk his life, and the lives of his family, o hear your message,

’yau maat gilve him something to justify the soloscal danger that he runs

.. In euch circumsisnces, there ls one thing, and one thing oaly,
which you gan do for that man. You can, and mt, give him hard,
golid facts - the bad as well as the good « and let him judge for
nimeelf that his ocause is by no mesns lost. Plous platitudes, pep
talka, exhortations to keep up his courage, wers of 11t4)e or no valus,

unless they were backed up by news of the way the war was golng, news

wi%:h could give the lle %a the outpourings of the ublquitous German
FEC10a

- Qur ahanm, cur first real chanee, came with the final and utter
defeat of the enemy in Afriea., Here was something which even
Dr.Goebbels would find 1t ciiﬁ’ﬁ‘ia'al’t to explain away. He did his best.
He put out z«amri@a s:;f the Germen army, o use hisg. own delicious phrase
"advancing westwards®. He went to greant lengths to show that the
Horth African ﬁarrain was qulte valueless, DPut vhy had the Germans |
and Iftalians lost so nany thowsand men In trylag to drive us out of 117
wWhy had they advanced to within a few milcs of the Sueg Canal - one of
cur msjor Ypaffic life-linaes - only %o retreat so fast and 35 far that
they could never hope to Be within reach of Lt sgain?

Here were faocta, Here were things that took some explaining.
Here was the first news of the wh@l@ war to ghow that a German ermy
had been beaten in the field. The myth of invineibility had been
bBlown sky high. And if 1% hed happened in Africa, could it not
happen again in Turope?  Were we not now polsed st Tunis and Bigerts,
to land at last on Furopesn shores? In 8icily, in Italy, in 3outhern
Prance, in Grecce, on the Dalmatian coset ~ the progpects secmed
glmnst endlesa. . And they were no longer wighful thinking. They

-were guite evident possibilities, based on the one incobtrovertible

fact of our victory in North Afrleca.




3=

 The powers that be decided, naturally maugh, that wag with
our wireless mast over near Bethleham tuned to the Balkans, should
go into soction pright sways and back up the B.B.C. in giving a speclal
%swa service. Iﬁm&diat&ly'a W&@l& host of prablama wer: progented
o uas.

It was decided that we 5hﬁul§.g1$ﬁfaawa bnliatins, at firnst
dry, | ; some three times, of fifteen minutes
langﬁh, in no lega %han ten langusges. These were Rumanian,
- e Blax aa; @v&@k and Albanian, with German
nenit of the @aaugﬂ.z&g troops, and

finally Engliﬁhq

Why ¥nglish, wh@n 80 Low af gur potentisl audience werc likely
ta”gnﬁﬁratanﬂ,&ﬁ? I think for rather an interesting reason. Suppos

anian were to listen 4o our news in his own language.:

oo ag he now was %a L w&yﬁ of the Jerman -controlled radlo,
1@ | s %he news the Fngiish glve us
WHan. \ dare ea r %ell a vepry different story In
thﬁtr @wn bu&l@%xas,- £ By hance he eould understand Fnglish,
we gave him sn Eng&ish,newa'hullatiﬁ to compare with his own, to |
sheck up on the fsots, to show that we were conslstent in giving the
game news in every langusge. I have roeanon to beliove that this
mw@ ,‘ & 3 & gﬂ@& Qﬂa ” E " )

; - How were we fto go sbout this complio - It was a pretiy
@ﬁiff pusgsle. Ve had to find an adequate and competent team of
persone to produoce and speak news bulletins in these ten languages.
We had three weeks in which fo d@ it, and there were only’ two of us
to agsemble the teams; plus a technical officer to look arfter the
sngineering side, aﬁd ﬂn a&m&niﬁtra%i?a affiaar 40 deal with finance,
transgportd and so on,

o Luakily‘wa had an sdmirable nucleus round which to build. On

our ataff, we already had nationels of several Balkan countries who
had escaped in time from the wrath to come and had since served the
allied cause most loyslly and devotedly.

Luskily alwmo, Palestine was then A microcosm of Rurcpe. It was
full of people who had fled thelr countries at the approach of
Hitler, and found their way to Jerusalem st great peril, with
dreadful loss of properity and aftsyr unbelisvably sad partings from
their famllies, of whomse fate they had heard nothing in thelr years

of exlle,

- Vg aet 10 wark to gather our supporders. One night be excused
for thinking that Albanian would bBe a nasty hwedle. But even here
we were suceessPul. By working day and night, by visliting houaes
and hotels aﬁd canps all over Pslestine, we were able to get together
gur ten temms in a forinighd.

tueations of aaaurity worrisd us dasperatalya Abocut the good
faith of many we i no doubts whatever. But the new recrults were
unknown o us. And we had to adndt that there werc scme very
gqusstionable eharaater% ancng the host of emigrants whom we were

trying to comb.

n =ll matters of security, I was glone respongible as
ognanding officer of the stullon. ir a single word went out over
%h&‘ﬂiﬁ@l&ﬁa %o which exception could be taken; the blame was mine. -’
The dengers and éiffieultias were 5o obvious that I hardly liked to
dwell on themn. .

Howaver, we devised what we hoped would be a sast-iron systen
of security. Bvery news bulletin in every language waa minutely
axsmined. An elaborate nmethod was invented, by which the news
snnouncer was compelled to stick abscluiely to his script. And, so
far as I em aware, thore was never a single iﬁatanae in whieh he did

not,




news in our office was not by am

news editors -~ three of us in alls
and myselifl, nel ther of us olaiming to be
ar to have any expert inowledze of broadeasting techniques

whieh rezched us once or twice o day.

about wevelengtha, Ours haa be
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 Yea, there was alas one! I was on duty late one night, and
switched on the loudspeaker by my desk which would enable me to
heay the man speaking at the moment, We never had two announcers
spesking at one and the same time, so that this was one of our
Seeurity checks. The speakery as 1% happened, wes Rumanian. AS
sosn as I tuned in, it seemed to me that his reading was curiously
indigtinet. I switched him off the air right away and dashed down

to the studie, He didn't know that the mike was dead, and he was

gtill resding away, gloriously and eonpletely drunk, with a pool of

eold water dripping Trom hls hair., The poor chaps &8 1t tarned
outs had got engaged that alfterncon, and had celebrated the ovcansion

not wiszely but too well, VWhe came to the studlios his

compatriots had done thelir best o bring him round rather than report
hliéﬁﬁ.g&ai_-Haaﬁa'%kﬂﬂpxthatia; and utterly inaffective, siream of
cold waters h ow ot F o

minite

y means go énsy as it is 1n FPleet
smsll and inexperienced team of
ineluding my second in command
e anything of o journalist

'aﬁﬁnﬁaiam-1n-ﬁ§$';1%‘éﬁ@ . The gollection of up~to-the

Eﬁmati And we had a W@’%ﬁ §35, ;

e mnnagﬁﬁ to lay on two or three excellent news services,
daYs fut wo had o rely largely
on & Morse transmigsion from London, whioch was typed out as 1t

arrived and telephoned then and therc to our desk. Our othey
spurce of news was our oWn

_ monitoring service, We liptened to
enemy broadeasts all over Burope, bul obviously the news they put

out had to be troated with the greatest reserve..

pur bulletine began at mid-day, and continued in rotation until

midnight, That meant that a complete news digest had to be ready

Pap each team by about ten thirty a.me, to be revised congtantly

az fresh Liems of news arrived, 1¢ wan very hard going for us in-
experienced mortals, and we were at it for gighteen hours a day.

~ we assembled vur temus in a fortnight, and spont the next week
drilling them relentlessly in the procedure. The month was July,
and the heat wae fairly intense, though Jerusalen ig never so stlcky
and eppreasive an Calrde mime afher time we made up practice
bulleting, gave them to the feams to tranalote, checked the resulis,
and hustled the announcer down %o his 1lttle atudic, so that the
time table should be kept as perfuetly as ve could eoniplve.

Then, when ve were all resdy to start, there woere difficulties
¥ ann nllotted to usg, but it was
dimcovepred at the last moment that we should be inpinging on other
transmissions. We were all worked up for the ;-eat moment, and
there was rother a dismal anti-climax. The time of walting wag
hard to bear, but it did glve us 'he chance for further wractice,
and sn opportunity to brighten up some nf the points in which our _
procaedure was a blt weaX. The tesms were frankly disappeinted and a
ghade disheartened., They had worked tremendously hapd to be ready
on the dsy - and when the dsy came, they fell frustrated. 1% was
nard to keep up their enthusiass in the iwo oy {hrec weeks of
anforead delay, |

But at last the all-clear was gliven, on July 23rd, 1943 we
went on the alr, All the disappointments and d elays were forgotten.
out went 8 scries of news bulletine in the ton languapes, with the
earnest hope that they would find thelr audiences,

| Almont immedlately we had one great gtrone of luck, ‘m

gunday July 25th, only two dayz after we had started, Juct after
midnight, & nanting and exelited monitor yushed into my room, in

the *hrill of the moment, he Torgotl elld the "nglish he ever knew,

But at last he colleeted himesell enough to say that he had Just
heard over Rome radio that Mussolini had been Gismissed. The very
firet crack in the Axis fpontd ™his was terrific news. There were

 gtill Runanian and Scrb bulletins to go. e added to them a hrief
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- mescage in Pnglish and Italian. I think we were poes. bly the
Tirast padio ntation ta broadeaﬂt this nevws in Tnglish, and we
thought it was a preiiy zood scoop. -

| Two days before, on the day we sturted 1o broadceast, %there
was some dlascussion as to what language should have the honour

- of opening the stnilion, [For many ressonsg, good ones J thiank,

- we chose English,. I had %o rend the bulletin myself, and - shall

- never forget the thrlll of sitting in front of the mike, w‘ﬂtching

thie 1ittle light on the desk change from grecn to red, and my&ng

"his ia the British Hediterranean 2tstion™., -

Lt was nod entirely a personal thrill, Por I was thimkmt of

- all those folk in the ooccupled countries who might conceiwvably hear
my volge and pet courage and faith from all thet we had ¢o tell thenm,
 1f the volce from Bethlehem guve them any added s trength taz bear

. the miseries of thelr condition, that was rewvard snd %o s aare.




