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No year in history saw more African nations gain their independence than 1960. Most of the
new countries were the constituent parts of the old French West Africa and French Equatorial Africa,
but there were a few others as well (including Nigeria). Of the total of 17, none was born in less
hopeful circumstances than the Republic of the Congo, the then-new name of the former Belgian
Congo (renamed the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 1964, Zaire in 1971, back to DRC in
1997). Whatever the evils of British and French colonialism, both of the “mother countries” had
taken some steps toward the development of local infrastructure and the advancement of politics and
education in their respective territories. The Belgian Congo enjoyed no such favor. It had been ruled
personally by King Leopold II as the Congo Free State. Belgium formalized a more traditional
colonial relationship with the Congo in 1908, but it did so reluctantly, and only when the economic
exploitation of the country and its peoples could no longer be ignored.

Moise Kapenda TSHOMBE was bom on the 10th November,
1919, in Musanba, the capital of the Lunda, a large peaceful
tribe ruled by the * Mwata Yamvo' whose 3,000,000 subjects are
widely spread throughout Katanga, Rhodesia and Angola.

MoTse TSHOMBE's ancestors are of noble descent, ond it is
from this elite that the Mwata Yamvo is elected. His father,
Joseph Kapenda Tshombe, was a wealthy tradesman, who own-
ed anumber of estates and stores, and ran a transport business.

Mdise TSHOMBE studied to become a schoolteacher in A-
merican Methodist schools. He al so qualified in book-keeping. He
married a daughter of the Mwata Yamvo, and their union has been
ble ssed with eight children.

In 1947, he was drawn to politics and devoted himself o the
promotion of African development.

Before long he was in the public eye because of his sane ap-
proach and hi s knowl edge of economic affairs.

The reputation he established, gained him numerous invita-
tions to attend conferences both in Europe and the United States
of America.

During preliminary tdks for the Congo's constitution, Mr
TSHOMBE presented his ideas in favour of a federafion on the
grounds of geographical and genetic differences existing in the
Congo, but unfortunately, his sound advice was not heeded at
the time.

In June 1960, Mr TSHOMBE was elected President of the pro-
vincial Katanga government.

On July 11, 1960, when terror and anarchy were spreading
throughout the Congo, President TSHOMBE proclaimed Katanga's
independence, thus saving his country from chaos and ruin.
Thanks fo his efforts, Katanga has been able to retain law and
order, the protection of human rights, and the security of pri-
vate property.

All who approach President TSHOMSE appreciate his kindness,
his goodness and his care for human dignity and justice.

But it is primarily as a great statesmon that President
TSHOMBE is known and respected. He has surmounted numerous
obstacle s in the cause of freedom.

Twice the people of Katange have taken up ams against the
forces of evil, and stood fimly behind their President in his
struggle for independence.

Through his unswerving devotion fo a just cause, President
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President TSHOMBE is Doctor Honoris Causa of the Elisa-
President of the State of Katanga bethwille Liniversity.
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The Congo became independent on June 30, 1960, and the world soon learned the names of
its two leading politicians, Joseph Kasavubu and Patrice Lumumba, who became president and prime
minister respectively. Soon the country descended into chaos. Within ten days, Belgium sent in
troops to maintain order. U.N. peacekeepers soon followed, and would be active in Katanga as well
as the rest of the country. Lumumba was killed in January 1961. An army colonel, Joseph Mobutu,
would seize power in 1965. He would be the country’s President for more than 30 years.

Soon after independence, a revolt against the central government began in Katanga, the
Congo’s southernmost province and home to its considerable mineral wealth. The action was led
by Moise Tshombe, another political figure, who was supported by the mining interests, the Belgians
and the west. Tshombe declared Katanga independent on July 11, 1960.

Katanga was not an entirely unknown place to SWBC DXers. There was a seldom-heard
shortwave outlet of Radio Congo Belge in the provincial capital, Elisabethville (so named after the
Belgian queen; when colonial names were dropped in 1966, Elisabethville became Lubumbashi and
Leopoldville, the capital, became Kinshasa). Elisabethville boasted three other small shortwave
stations as well — Radio College, Radio Elisabeth, and Radio UFAC. But now, for the first time,
Elisabethville would have a major presence on shortwave.

The station was called Radio

of Rhodesia and Nyasaland were reports of the dedication of a

BROADCASTING HOUSE. SIMPKINS ROAD. new 20 kw. transmitter’ Which
Telegrams : P.O. BOX R.W.15, RIDGEWAY. Telephones @ . .
e e 8216617 would certainly make long-distance
Rots 1910/K.6 3rd October, 1960 recept'lon feamb}e. But it was un-
clear if the station was already at
Jerry Berg, Esq. . . .
i3, Dover Aoud,. | that power, or if a dedication was
West Hartford . eqq ®
Connecticut, something still in the works. In any
R event, the new station’s signal was
soon traced on 11865 kHz. The first
e U.S. reports were in the November

I refer to your undated letter requesting us to . .
forward your rapgrt on reception conditions to Radio issue of the NNRC Bulletin. In

Katanga. those days it was uncommon to
I am pleased to inform you that this was done report the dates of loggings, SO it

on the 26th September, }960, an@ we trust that it
has been received in Elisabethville. can’t be Sald Wlth prec1310n when

Tours Talehemr the first loggings were made. Most
: I 79@/16 of those in the November bulletin
JW A would have been from September.

7 B What I am sure of, however, is that
Donald LightPogt I was lucky enough to hear the

Manager, Norfhérn Region

station, on Saturday, September 11,
1960, from 0501 to 0611 GMT, just
DL/MA past midnight on the east coast.

My log from back then shows
reception quality as SINPO 54444, a
more respectable signal than would
have been expected from that part of



the world at that hour. But early reports from Connecticut, Delaware, New Jersey, Indiana and
California confirmed that the signal was getting out well.

There were two windows for

S e ‘ hearing 11865 on the east

Glisabethville ' [ 18th November 1% coast. One was for about an

hour at the time I heard them,

0500 GMT. The other was in

on SC/ho LF the east coast afternoon from

around 1900 (and sometimes

earlier) until closedown

e around 2100 GMT. Both

et llarciond 7 were classic times for east

coast African reception.

From logs reported to the

O L e TR NNRC (sce pgs. 6 & 7

., We are very pleased to know that, although we are bGIOW), most of the program-

ming was in French, but there

e R e B e s e
shall be able to be heard all over the world and we shall ? ghs

R T T P i news, plus some program-

ming in local languages.

Your letter of the 15th September

RECEPTION REPOR

Dear Sir,

Your reception report has been verified and was found
quite correct. It was a very interesting test for our Tech-
nical Service. We shall always been very glad to receive your

further information re the matter. As can be seen from the IOgS,

Now, you have no longer to fear tl your correspon- the frequency varied
dence would go astray before reaching KAl A. Eventually you

may indicate, when writing our address : Elisabethville somewhat, but was always n
D M the general area of 11865.

Always with pleasure at your service, we remain, dear Sir, The station was also on other
Yours vars Eattutully channels as well, with what

State Secretary for Information appeared to be a domestic

service. They were reported

e on 60 meters (5926, 5933,

= ) 5953,5978), 41 meters (7155,

7166), and 31 meters (9525,
9540).

So how to QSL the new Radio
Katanga? Given the fighting
in the Congo (which extended
into Katanga), addressing a
letter directly to Elisabethville seemed a long shot. In the NNRC Bulletin, someone (it may have
been me) suggested sending letters via Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia), which was about
275 miles from Elisabethville. That is what I did, and in early October I was pleasantly surprised
to receive a letter from the Federal Broadcasting Corp. in Lusaka, advising that they had forwarded
my letter on September 26 (see pg. 2 above).

() Rappelor dans la réponse la daie el le numérc — In het eniweord nummer en dagtekening vermelden.

The waiting on a Katanga response ended in late November-early December when I received
the letter shown above. My report had been received, and was found correct, and the station advised
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that further correspondence should be addressed to “Elisabethville, KATANGA STATE, via
Brussels and Usumbura” (Usumbura was the capital of another Belgian territory, Ruanda-Urundi,
which bordered the Congo). Eventually, the Elisabethville station opened a post office box, and it
appears that letters addressed to it were received at their destination in the ordinary course.

An interesting point in the letter from the station, which was dated November 18, was the
statement that they “hoped” to go to 20 kw. “within a short time,” and then to 50 kw. That suggests

RADIO KATANGA (Station Nationale de Radiodiffu- they were transmitting with
sion — Go.) — ADDR.: B.P. 7296, Elisabethville. L. P.: lessthan20kw. whenIand

Dir. M. Cotterau. other DXers heard them
STATIONS: 5933 ke/s 50.57 m 10 kw — 7156 kc/s 41.93 m . .
20 kW — 11875 ke/s 25.26 m 100 kW, during their first few

HOME SCE. in French and Congolese: D. 04.00 (Sun. months on the air. What
04.30)—06.30, 10.00—12.30, 15.00—22.00 (Sat. 23.00). N. in hei h
French: D. 05.00—05.15, 11.00—11.20, 18.00—18.30, 20.00— Was their power at the

20.15. — ANN.: »Ici R. Katanga, station nationale de time? Perhaps 10 kw.,
?d%%dﬁgﬁseﬁn de Etat Indépendant du Katangac. — which is the power shown

for Elisabethville on 5933,
as well as other Congo Belge regional stations, in the 1960 and 1961 WRTH. But we will likely
never know for sure. In the first Radio Katanga entry in the WRTH, which was in the 1961 Summer
Supplement (shown above), the power was given as 10 kw. on 60 meters, 20 kw. on 41 meters, and
100 kw. on 25 meters (11875). There are no WRTH entries suggesting that the station ever operated
at 50 kw. Asshown in the form-letter QSL below, power was given as 100 kw. in early 1961. Might
the station’s right hand not known what the left hand was doing when they suggested that they
weren’t yet at 20 kw.? Were they in fact at 100 all the time?

ELISABETHWVILLE

RADIO KATANGA l

B.P. 7296 TEL. 2139

ETAT DU KATANGA Elisabethville, tho...x'l..l..gz.\..wcl
' RADIO & EKATANGA
\J N/ . 3
g&RVIfI\E\II;'lrU SERVICE TECHNIQUE L\/\Cbcwu. " 5 MJ—M

: &y r Ofinade b
FREQUENCY:; 11866 Kcs/sec, 22 Qw‘ .2 P
TR, STRENGTH: 100 KW, Ty 3y,

W AEREAL ;CURTAIN TYPE Precel UL, Fa,
DIRECTIONSMAIN LOBE N,W, B =

TRANSMITTING FROM: =aesaea U A
5200 Oleand 04,00 GMT-12,00 GMT, &/) :

. 16,00 GMT-21,00 GMT,
D EXPERIMENTAL TRANSMISSION,
e ———————— Sir'

Ve are very thankful for your liste-
ning report of tht...i{a 2 éDconceming our experimental transe
missions on 11866 Kes/sec, Your report was correct and very
helpful for our technical sertice, We hope reading you again in
the near future,

Soon we'll be able to answer by prin-

ted Q,S.L,/eard,

Thanking you again we remain,

Yours cordially

L, SAMALENGE,/
SECRETAIRE A L'INFORMATION,

XX



The rebellion in Katanga ended in January 1963. Tshombe fled to Northern Rhodesia, then
Spain. Soon thereafter there were reports of United Nations forces programming on the 25 meter

Katanga channel (see p.
& ( P UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION (ONUOQO)

7). U.N. programming p. R Officer: A. Familiant - STATIONS: 5933kc 10kW — 9540kc
from Katanga was listed 31.45m 20kW - 11870kc 25.27m — D.PRGR. in French, Swahili,
: English: 06.00-06.30, 11.00-11.30, 17.30-18.30. N: French: 06.00,
in the WRTHs for 1963 ' 17%65™7 30" Swahili: 06.10, 11.10, 18.10. English: 06.20, 11.20, 18.20 -
and 1964; the 1964 entry ANN: “This is the Voice of the United Nations in Elisabethville
is at right. Elisabethville broadc. through the courtesy of R. diff. Nationale Congolaise,

. Provincial Station of So. Katanga”. S/off: “You have just heard UN
resumed its status as a news in English. This is the Voice of the United Nations in Elisabeth-
regional outlet of the ville” - V. by letter.

central government

station, Radiodifusion Congolaise. The U.N. broadcasts from Katanga were marked “discontinued”
in the 1965 WRTH. Moise Tshombe returned to serve as Congo’s prime minister in 1964, but his
presidential ambitions resulted in his dismissal by Kasavubu after four months. Later he was
sentenced to death in absencia, but he died in 1969, seemingly from natural causes, and was buried
in Belgium.

From www.intervalsignals.net, here is a recording of Radio Katanga on 11865 kHz. made
by Henrik Klemetz in December 1961. Lubumbashi continued to be heard intermittently, on 11865
into the mid-70s, and in the 41 and the 60 meter bands for years after, finally leaving shortwave
altogether around 2004. In 1988, reconsidering the application of its country-counting rules to
Katanga, NASWA granted it separate country status, reversing a contrary decision made years
earlier. Lucas Samalenge, the Radio Katanga verie signer (and Katangan Secretary of State of
Information), was officially said to have died in a hunting accident in November 1961, but some
believe the true cause of death was assassination.
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http://ontheshortwaves.com/Katanga/Katanga.mp4

Selected loggings of Radio Katanga in the 25 meter band
as reported in the NNRC Bulletin

Times in EST

October 1960

CONGO REFUBLIC - CBS News & R. Brassavilde newscast of August 20 both mention
the dedication of & new 20 kw. xmir to be called R. Katanga in Elisabethville. Ko
further informaticn was given. (8FV)

November 1960

11865 Elizabethville, Xatanga Provincs; Freach news 1500; hrd in French 0000 after
Berne sfeff; French news 0007-0022; talking (025, then susio, Talk at 01113
suggest reports be sent via Tuseka. Power 20 kw. (1AAC, 1B, 3NF, 6EZ)

December 1960

11865 Tei R. Katanga is better at times just prior to 160D than at 2300, Festures
mich native msie. (SEM) . ¥

January 1961

11865 R. Katanga, Elisabsthville; strong with African musicel pgm at 1400; ID & gong
at 1445; native talk; French ID as "Tci Katanga™ at 1500, then news. Also ab
0000 with French news: later into a musical proeram. (1AGM, 1EH)

February 1961

11866 R. Katanga, Elisabsthville; as early as 1200 in Fremch; also 1330 with pop
msie & Fro, some IDs are also in Eng. & German; 1430-1530 classical mesic:
1635-1830 music & Eng. & Fr. IBs. ilso noted 2330 with short Bng. anmt.
(1AGM, 184, 2AXS, 2AJ, LATX. &EZ. 9KM)

March 1961

11866 Ellzabethville, Katanga; schedule reads 2300-0700 and 1100-1600; hrd 1200-1605
with Fr. & Eng. pgme; news in French 1300 & 1500; Eng. news 1515; Eng. ID every
30 minutes; much excellent music 1s featursd. Closes 1605 weekdays; runs past
1630 Sat. They are asking for reports. (1BYR, LBC, @AE) -

May 1961

11856 R. Katanga, Elizabethville; 1445-1500 Fremch music; French news 1500-1515; ENG
news 1515-1530; jazz and old pop tunes to 1500: alse hrd 2330-0000 with old pop
records to 2345, then news in a Oongo language. From 0000 in French{5AG,544, PAE)

December 1961

11875 R. fatanea, E1dsabet
R

nga, is back oh ‘this spob afber former facilitles
8 with French ID by & gele QRM hera. (30F)




September 1962

11874 R, mﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂmHMM, ‘then native votels. Retuning found a gal
Eving Fng, news at 1520; then letter acknowledgements, QTH given as B.P, 7296,
Elisabethville. Heports wanted, Reswied Pranch program at 1528, (30F)

October 1962

11870 R, Hatanga, Elisabsthville, aga:m on the air; Eng. news 1520 (exz. Sun) and &t
01230, 3315—13313 Fr. news, music) 1420 native music; 1445 Fr, tall; 1450 pop mx;
1500 Fr, news; 15151530 Fing. news; 2330 lang. news, (1DYL,2FGE ,I;Bﬂ,,’iﬂ} SBMP, aﬂa}

January 1963

11879 Elimshethville, Kstanga, st 1445 with records; 1452 I; 1503 ID and more muaic;
1505 Fr, news; 1602 ID. (1ED, 43C)

February 1963

11870 R, Katanga Elisabethville; 1502 M m Franch 'nd.’ﬁh Franch mw; 1518 WIE_; 151?
Eng. news. Hrd 1411 1531, (1T¥) :

March 1963

mETEE g mRAmS W LS Sl e

11870 (1ED) 11872 (4BC) 11875 (4BQ) Flissbethville, Ketanga; at 1333 with Eng. news
after IS & ID; maﬁlﬁﬂﬁmlﬂuﬂiudiﬂmmﬂun@maaﬂmd'mglatha?mw

ufthnﬂﬁ.inn:atansa," i35 in lenge, W40 Cemgolese masie; MLBIDMrmnﬂ.
to ¢lose ab 1527. (1ED. 4BC. LEQ)

April 1963

11868 Elisgbethville, Katanga, down from 1187..8 ke, bt 1318 with ID "oice of the
United Nations in Elisabethville®; then Eng. news. Iﬁuaia 1530 Hi.‘bh comments in
- French; IS is on & piane. (1BD, EIE'.

March 1965
118704 Elisabethuille, Katanga, in Fr, with 10 at 13004 fair Lvl but ORM. (CPM) "

January 1966

11866 Foraerly ™ Katange, Elissbethvilla; fine at 1900 chex after stay of several cays on 11955 where was saeared by a
Russiany not noted with Eno. news at this tiee bs mentioned by overseas sourcess at least not on Sun. (9D

July 1966

HET? F“;IEE L{Eatajrgu, Elisabetiville, hrd rocently sround 20, up from usual 113665 pop me & African numbers. Ih'f
at 2101

March 7, 2021
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