Ultimate DX Trivia: What Was Radio Bobay?

by

Jerry Berg,
Lexington, Mass.
jsberg@rcn.com

I had forgotten all about Radio Bobay, or Radio Bouvet (probably the intended spelling), a
station I had heard on December 31, 1981 on 7434 kHz, at around 2330 UTC. Butrecently I came
across it again in a brief segment by the late John Campbell in one of the old Media Network
programs posted online at Jonathan Marks’s Media Network Vintage Vault. John Campbell was a
regular contributor. The “Bobay” program was broadcast on February 11, 1982, and can be found
here. John’s segment is at :30. Here is what he said:

I don’t have any one theme this month, but I do have some
pieces of news that may be helpful on three or four different fronts.
Firstly, it’s always good to acknowledge a good unofticial radio hoax,
and I think we’ve had one in the recent past. North American
listeners—and I’d say it’s no coincidence that there have been no
reports from outside North America—have heard a mysterious station
calling itself something like Radio Bobay, broadcasting around 7435
kHz., and also around 14700, and giving the impression of being
located in Europe. On New Years Eve it pretended, almost
successfully, to be putting out a live transmis-sion of a New Year
party from a theater somewhere in Dublin. Well, no one’s actually
claimed to know for sure that Radio Bobay is a North American radio
hoax, but I’d bet a very large amount of money that it’s just that.
Perhaps if the inventors of Radio Bobay are listening, Jonathan,
they’ll send us a cassette contribution for Great Radio Hoaxes—Mark
II, in case you ever make a new set of unofficial radio tapes for the
Handicapped Aid Program.

The station was heard by many shortwave listeners, including several participants in the
Numero Uno DX newsletter. The reports to NU are shown below. In summary, October 1981 saw
an unidentified station that was later thought to have possibly been this one, heard on 7388 and 7395
kHz. after 0600 UTC. In November, what appeared to be the same station was heard on 14725
around 1600. In early December they were on 7426 at 0630. And the New Years Eve program that
John Campbell referred to was heard on December 31 from 2230 tune-in on approximately 7435.
Here are the entries:
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October 24, 1981, pgs. 2 (Dan Robinson (DC), Gerry Dexter (WI), Don Jensen (WI) [ed.]) & 4
(Dexter, Jensen):

7388a, unild pirate, not sure if US or European, hrd 10/18,
0635, tedly overnodulated. Hrd with ”Easy Like Sunday ..orning
* pops, uale di. Erparenily ID at 0635. Hopaless and tuned out at 0639.
{Robinson) By phone, Ger=y Dexter reports an unid. pirate on or about
thie area of the band. English accent. I'm sure defails will be
fortheoning. {ed.)

PIRATES (again) -- 7395, unid. 0609-0331, strong and vy well modulated.
professional-scunding opezration. British sccent, but couldn’t be sure
of ID. Sounded like ''Radio liohair.!® Quoting regular freg of 107.9

FI. and noting this was an ex:oerime'ﬁal S zxmen. Rkentioned would be on
st 1000, same date, on 144630, but not hrd there. Jeaker, lower
modulation anmt of some kind by different ancr at 0630 and off a

min. later. Intrigusd by this. Anyonm have any other info on this?
{Dextar) liay be related to earlier Robinscn log on 7388. (ed.)

October 31, 1981 (Dexter):

FIRATES -~ 7395, further monitoring of tape on this unid. reveals an
ID umore ag ""Radio Boo-vay,'® possibly with a 3rd syllable in the niddle.
Also ancg "°203 aeters.'® (Dexter)

November 7, 1981 (Dexter, Jensen [ed.], John Campbell (UK)):

7388-95, ¢f Re iohailr unid vy interesting. Seme felleow mentioning
i07.9 iHz and sounding like R. Bouvet (per last NU, Ger’'s relistening
t0 tape indicates this cloaer t0 the mark than earlier thought lohair; ed)
was h¥d in the US on 14715, 1605-1630, 10/18. Perhaps these were both
the real ARTO; it’s worth asking anyway., and mentioning the 107.9.
If not ARTO, then the only plausible alternative is a NAm hoax by
gongbody who iead the ARTO sked in FRENDZ. Posaibly the fellow
{Canadian?) who has been well hrd in Ontario who has operated as
Night Hawk Radio near 15 Iz in the past. (Campbell)

December 11, 1981 (Jerry Berg (MA), Dexter [ed.]):

7426 unid FE speaker at 0632, Pretiy weak but ~¢% bits and pieces,

aner sounded fairly pmfessmnal. Mright now..listen to you on 107.9..
in fthe...méter band...we®ll he back on the .air in two hour®s tine..
see you then..In the.Xunow. Radin.s«freguencies-107:0.:" Then 2 little

Oh Tannenbaunl and "Deck ihe Halls"s . Apethep-ancat 0635 “we®1ll -
remain heré. un‘b Llesoyou are 11.sten'inf-r to.pantha,roek and -roll
ausic. .nun her..one. radio..” Then .a iight wveeal, “Mavia" I t’tirﬂc. short
anent and off, 064k, {Mly thins thasls for-suve is-that 107.9 ‘is the
™1 freqa., lisied in past CRINDLs for. the. Aussis ‘pirate, CBN; which is
bmpocedly ‘alse.on, 34 below and. aheve. 1.1-1 nb, . theugh not on: this freq.
That would ‘.emmi:ely nake-staying up late worthwhile! (Berg) Nots
report of the. ?Radig Mohair/R. Bopvay® 2 few Mis back. also ;—rlvin{r
the 107.9 fregueney| Sonewhai aqcen‘;e&:-‘ HKed) «a g ,



January 1, 1982, p. 3 (Dexter [ed.]) & p. 5 (Ralph Perry (NJ), Bob Foxworth (NY), Campbell,
Jensen):

. ecent.) - 7435 "Fadle Bouvay® agein, 12/31 frem
- stroug, 755 f‘&”.di?a with live broadeast frow
*23'" ea E.’“ "‘, clity of Twblin. Said 300-400 psople

o come on dovWn. fneng 107.9, 203 meters
anﬁ 2186 on *ﬁ HEHQWH to WY with wusic (live?) by the
ciancy Br@thers. Enu$ vhose name I never waes able to get,
nmentioned that encther siaff membser, Peler Jones, had juatx
lef4.  &¢111 sesms susplclously gtrong to be direct Irish
recepitlon and if this was live, hard %o believe a relay by a-
US station and if a heax, an ﬂlanorasely constructed one. How
do the Irish pronocunce *Nova"? (ed) :

7433.8, the strange K. Bovey, or whatever, noted thanks to Ger's
call, about 2305 to past 000, 12/31. Fair strength. Seeningly a
rather elaborate hoax, claiming & live News Year's Eve count-down
Yo midnight GiT, suppvsedly from Trinity College in Dublin.

Vaguely British acednts. iix of mx and live crowd sounds, Gave

Fii, i and °’'shortwave 40 neter'® fregs., as reported previously.

At 2345, a '"return’’ to the studio for promc for °*‘regional news®®
the following norning and "‘Sunrisse’’ progran. Sounded quite legit
{though Ralph pointed out that the sirens sounded st 0000 were
Aaerican sounding, rather than Burepean/Continental/:ritish/Irish).
Signals poorer ECNA per Ralph and Forxworth. Foxy called Campbell to
digcover tha% stn agparently not located across the Atlantic.
Somebody went to a lot of work for this hoax, it seems. (dnj)

January 9, 1982 (Foxworth, Berg, Perry):

O a:‘n“r. 1% w.‘;ix T teown tcz nidnign.' : Called Jo’m

grapbell and No ‘resorted no ko b of it“c"te*-e. cnly a2 weak Russian at

or near that freg.  (Fogworth)

734, mame lew Yrs Bve- shdw: Sou}\ds n’hm‘tetically like R. BOE-bay.

Vi arofesdional. J—‘ocmt gsoundsg J1ove Eriish than Irish -~ apclogiles,
John. (DergY ilat as smooth pgnihglas w;il JIrish seri-pro stng.(Ralphus)

I had made a recording of the New Years Eve broadcast, as heard around 2330 UTC, 7434
kHz. You can hear it here. IDs are at 2:09, 2:24, 4:11, 4:21 and 4:35. As Don Jensen observed in
his January 1 entry above, it sounded legit. And those were the days when Europirates could often
be heard at this hour, especially on the North American east coast.

So who/what/where was Radio Bobay? The mystery was solved thanks to contributors to
Glenn Hauser’s “Listeners Notebook™ column and Tom Alleman’s “Update” column in FRENDJX,
the monthly bulletin of the North American Shortwave Club, during the period November 1981 to
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May 1982. The station was reported heard at various times by reporters in New Jersey, Indiana,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Michigan, Connecticut, and Toronto, Ontario, on 7390, 7395, 7435,
14650, 14715, and 14850 kHz. Attempts to nail down the name yielded many variations: Radio
Bombay, Radio Bouvet, Radio Bobay, Radio Bowlbathe, Radio Brovo.

It became obvious that it was a pirate, a conclusion made inescapable by some on-air
references to names conflated from those of several well-known hobbyists (at 3:06 in the recording:
“This is Don Perry . . . you need Ralph Jensen’s smoking stick tuning oil to help you . ...”). One
Ontario listener observed that it was the same station as an otherwise-unidentified Radio Caravelle
(see below). Another Ontarian had an Ontario address for the station. And while the station was
unheard in Europe, a powerhouse signal was reported in Toronto.

In May the mystery was more or less solved when a New York listener, seemingly in the
know, reported that an individual whose home address had been given for the station but who knew
nothing about it believed the organizers to be former members of a shortwave club who had been
expelled for obnoxious behavior, including submitting fake logs under a fictitious name.

John Campbell, writing (with his usual erudition) in the
February 1982 “Unofficial Radio” column which he edited for Short-
Wave News, the bulletin of the Danish Shortwave Clubs International,
concluded that the station “was a genuine 24-carat fake.” But, said he,
“the general quality of this hoax is rather good. Congratulations,
fellows! I’ll bet you didn’t know that it was Admiral [Frangois Joseph]
Bouvet who was mainly responsible for fouling up the plans for the
Irish revolution of 1798 and delaying Irish independence for over 120
years. Or did you?”

We will likely never know.
P.S. on Radio Caravelle

They were another Canadian pirate (see above), and Rich McVicar of Navarino, New York,
QSLed them in 1981 when he lived in Prescott, Ontario. Thanks for sending along the QSL, Rich.
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