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40 T0 50 MILLION PEOPLE LISTEN TO THE VOICE DAILY

The Voice of America

Within 3 moaths afier the Japaness attack on Pearl Harbor,
the Voice of America went on the air for the hret time to tell the
truth about America’s participation in the sceond world war.

The first broadeast fon February 24, 1942) was in the Ger-
man language, | ing the fup sereen lished by
the Nazi leaders, At the height of the war, the Voice was
Broadeasting more than 3.200 Hye programs weekly in about 40
languages.

Taday, the YVaice of America, speaking for the US. Governs
ment a5 the radiv service of the U.S. Information Agency, pro-
vides millions of liteners m many parts of the woekd with
abjective newecasts, wp-to-the-minute facts about U5, policies,
and information concerning the life and culture of the American
people.  Tts hroadeasts are heamed around the clock and around
the globe in 37 languages over a notwork of 76 transmitters,

Tn the free world, the Voiee programs complement the
many and varied cultureal and informational activities of 200
UEIS* paats to give forcign audiences a complete picture of this
country.

" A gy ollicen sveracas are kirews at UETS (Uniia] Staton Tafcrmation
Servis).




But in the Communistcontrolled areas, still encircled by
eurtaing of censorship and heavy restrictions on the free flow of
information, the United States must rely almost entirely upon
the Voice of America, In these arcas, the Voice attempts 1o
penetrate the curtains, despite Communist jamming, 0 convey
the truth about world events and American policies.  More
than half of the Voice’s efforts are directed at the Soviet Union,
the Fastern Eurapean satellites, Red China, Nosth Korea and
Vietnam. (See charts st front and back of booklet for
phis disleibution o oad 5

what voice broadcasts say

Vasce of America broadeasts inclide straight, factaal report-
ing of the news. with emphasic on matters of particular interest
to the arca where cach Program is heard.

Tmportant happenings in the United States, developments
in the United Nations (reported by direct wire J'mm 'L'It head-
quariers), he-apol reports. from i
and mews of all nations in the free world are included in the
broadeasts. 5o are events in the S i
the Communist satellites. Behind.tbe-curtain listeners {re.
quently leam the truth about cconomic developments and
political changes in their own countrics from Voice broadeasts,
often before getting highly censored and slanted official an-
nonnccments from their own Communist-controlled press aml
radio.

News analyecs, commentaries and features alia are weed on
Voice broadeasts, Special ovents coverage ploﬂdl‘l foreign

and d;
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Programs concerning religion and the spiritual aspects of Am
ican life are broadeast on sabbath days and on religious
holidays.

Speskers on special broadeasts include the President, the
Secretary of State, Members of Congress and prominent
figuees from the worlds of science, education and the arts,
Also heard frequently are visitors to the United States—
government officials, students, scientists, artists, businessmen—
apeaking to their homelands about the United States, its people
sl its way of life as they are seeing thiem.

The open and free disenssion of world events in the United
States & demonstrated in summaries of American press, radin
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To attract the rnrgnl pmlnh]: listening nudmnr_vu the
Voice schedules its broadeasts eo that they will be rocsived
at the best listening bours in cach part of the world. Moat

progrums are heard in the evening or at breakfast time.

special voice programs

The Voice of America also originates 2 numher of special
programe, sither on a regular or pericdic basis, which help o
project the image of America. For example:

Forum: The Arts and Sciences in Mid-Century America,
designed for foreign listenees with special raining in a oumber

of academic fields, regularly presents lectures by American
experts in the natural and social sciences and the humanities.

Musie USA, scheduled to mest the worldwide interest in Amer-
ican jazz, ie devoted 1o popular American music and to the
peaple who composs and perform it. This daily 2-hour
gram includes two 15-minute newecasts and has one of the
largest andicnces in international broadeasting.

American Theatre of the Air presents American plays with
leading actors and directors of the stage, sereen and television.
Producsd with the sssistance of the American National Theatre
and Academy, its worldwide broadeasts have heen well received
by listeners and have alio carncd favorable reviews hy T.5.
and foreign drama erities,

programs for local stations

In most of the werld, local radio stations and networks
are popular and attract larger listening audicnces than forcign
Broadeasts do.  In many free world countries, therefore, USIS
poste coopernte with local stations and networks to reach local
listeners, in addition to broadeasts beamed from Yoice trans-
mitters.

In some areas, these local stations get direct, short wave
"feeds™ of news programs and coverage of special events from
the United States. In other arcas, local stations regularly
e "package programs” (tapes or discs consisting of news
features, music, special events and interviews recorded in the
studioa of the Vaier). (ther programs are prepared by the
USIS posts and are particalarly effective sinee they ean be
tailored to fit the taste and specifia interests of the individual
country. More than 2,000 foreign -stations regularly carry

fuice “package programs,” and an equal number make use of
loeally prepared USIS radio material.
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In Latin America. for example, more than 1,300 stations
regularly use program material supplied by the Voiee, and much
of it is heard on many stations at poak broadeast times. The
Agency's radio effort for Western European countries is usually
handled in this manner.

In the Near East and F
incroasing amsmnts of mute
by the Voice staff in W
and radio officers,

a1, liscal stathons are carrying
I peepared for their special use
and by USIS i i

people at the voice

In viow of the shortage of native-born Americans who
benow foreign languages peefectly, the Voice necessarily uses
many people whe were born abroad.  Some of these are escapees
from communism, Others came to the United States origi-

Teo cechndcluns are ou duty nmmd'rn (fod ue “lllll‘l (Mmﬂ Hoard,

il ehaniels 'alr_\r P

nally to study or to teach. Most have become or are in the
process of becoming American citizens.

Where it i imposble to find people in the United States
who know a broadeast language adequately, the Voice bringe
people from certain fres world eountries 1o the United Smu-
on special employment contracts.  These are highly qu
specialisg e from radio organizations in theie own eou

Finding people who uot only hu
facility hut alsa the ather talents needed in international ra
broadeasting is one of the Voice's moat difficnlt problems,

the voice's languages

Voice of America broadeasts bring up-to-the-minute news
and backgronnd reports on wopics of interest to listeners in most
of the world in their native tongoes.

Tecknicians check operativns of the Poice's Honolnly Reluy Hose,
wlich provides u 100,000 matt "boost™ far brevdosts £ the Far East,



Increasingly. however, the Yoice s emphasizing broad-
casts in English, the most widely spoken intermational language.
There i& resson o believe that many find American news and

icy reports more erecdible when they hear them in English—
the language of the broadraster.

Direct short wave broadeasts are aude daily in 37 lan-
guages, induding English, Voice package programs are prepured
in many other languages on & regular or perisdic basis,

washington studios

The Washington facilities of the Voice include 13 studios,
equipment 1o make 40 dico or tape recordings simultansously,
10 tape-cditing boaths, a recording control center, the Master
Contral, editorinl offices and music and transcription librades.

The Master Control is one of the largest and mast flexible
in the world. Tt feeds the programs through telsphone lines 1o
thie shartwave transmitters i the United States.  The contral
console is capable of eclecting program material from 100
sources and of handling 26 programe simultaneously.

The Voice's Washington studios are located in the Health,
Education and Welfare Building. Free public tours are con-
dueted at 11 son, and 3 pa.. Monday through Friday.

the voice network

The Voice network of 76 transmitters includes 30 short
wave transmitters in the United States.  The 46 overseas trans-
mitters are located o got maximum penetration into a4 many
mmportant areas of the world as possible. Thlte of them
Germany, the Philippines and Okinawa, have million-watt ou
put power and are among the world’s most powerful broad-
casting facilities on the standard broadeast bands.

A modern, high-power transmitier plant now being buily
on the East coast of this country will aot only increass the
strength and elarity of the Vaice's signal to overieas relay haces
but will make it possible in many instances to bean programs
directly, if need be, into important aroas of the world,

The network also includes & foating brosdeasting station,

Tnitesl States Coast Guand Cutter Gum'- £

The Voice's Washington headg are the origi
paint for most of the daily programs. Regional programing
centers are mauintained i New Yook, Munich and Cairo to
provide 5| I materials for Yoice browdeasts,

The USI3 Berlin radio suation RTAS (Radio in the American
Sertor) broadeasts eantinuously in the German language.  Tts
programs are designed primarily for residents of East Germany,
but they are also heard in nearby satellite conntries.

methods of broadcasting

The Vaice's chief means of transmission i by shortwave,
which earries over long distances and ean be beard in almost all
parts of the world, Medium and long wave brosdeusting are
also used, however, where transmitting focilities are located
close enough 1o target arcas and where the listening aubience
favors these types of broadeasts.

Volee programa go by short wave w0 the people in Com-
munist countries, for example, because the hroadeasts mnst
be beamed a congiderable distance and becanse much of the
radio audience habitually listens to short wave radia.

Ielay bases in the Philippines, Okinawa, Grecee and
Genmany rebroadeast via medium wave o areas within range
of their transmitters. Listeners to these programs include the



peaple of the Middle East and fringe areas of the Iron and
Bamboo Curtains.

Long wave programs, relayed from Munich, Germany, are
heard in nearby Central Europe.

penetrating communist areas

The communists, o prevent the truth from reaching thel
peaple, constantly attempt 1o jam" the progrims beamed tn
L .. the Sovi led areas and
Jamming is carried on by an extensive system of noisems
transmitters which try 1o blot out Voice programs, espe
in Moscow wnid other lurge o anid substitute noises sou
like: D sanws. sivens and freight trains.

The communists attach o moch importance to “blacking
out” Western broadeasts that they spend more than 100
million on jamming each year—more then is spent on the total
1.8, overseas information program.

The intensity of jamming cfforts varies with world events.
The Veice's live hroadeasts af the 1958 UN emergency sessions

.hvrfmu ocsors Myron M r.‘-m\lr\(’ h’*ﬁ) mu.rJ'u\r MaoChande pw‘{\uuwg |||
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wn the Middle Enst were jammed on an unprecedented scale,
even when they carried the remarks of the Sovier Foreign
Minister.

Ta minimize the effects of jamming, the Volee has reduced
the number of broadeasts in the jammed langoages and has
greatly inereased the number of transmitters on the remaining
broadeasts. English, which is understood by growing aumbers
of people behind the curiains, is oot normally jammed and i,
therefore, another means of reaching these listencrs.

That many hmadeasts ean be heard in spite of jamuming
is elear from reports of monitoring stations located on the rim
of Communist territory, from systematic questioning of visitors
to and escapees from the Soviet orbit, from letters written
by Sovict bloc listenees, and from violent attacks on the Voice
by Communist dignituries and by the press and radio of the
Soviet Union. Neverthelees, jamming is very effective and
represents a major problem for the Voice of America.

the voice’s audience

Fach year the Voice receives many indications of its
effectiveness from listeners behind the Curtaing and in the
Freo World, Some recent examples:

Threc-fourths of the hundreds of persons who escaped to
the free world during the Hungarian uprising of 1056 said that
they had Estened to the Voice of America.

As part of o recent series of broadeasts on life in the Unived
States, the Voice carned an interview with a former Rumanian
resident, now living in (Jeveland, Ohio. A relative in Rumania
heard the interview and, in o lotter that was smuggled through
the Tron Curtsin, expressed his delight at learning {rom the
Broadeast that the Cleveland man and his family had not been
killed, a8 he had feared.

An American Nary man wrote the Yoice late in 1938 10
gay that when he was stationed near Lebanon during the




Daily Broadcasts by VOICE OF AMERICA in 37 Languages®
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Middle Eact erisis., "the Vaice wan the only saurcs of news we EURDPE—351 HOURS i
had and we listencd to it faithfully . . . in the process of L3
conversation with local people, T was amazad at the number of gi
them that listen to the Vaice for news.” 1
A young newspaperman from Luocknow, India, told the }
Washington Pest & Times Herald m Detober 1958 tadied I
Enghish in college, but really learned to speak it wall by Estening ]
to the wonderful Voice of America programe.” }i
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